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PVBLICATION 
OF HIS Ma" EDICT, 
| AND SEVERE CENSVRE 
| againſt Private Combatrs and 
| _ Combatants; © 
| Whether within his Flighneſſe Dominions, 
or without 3 With their Seconds, 
Accomplices,and Adhzrents: 
]- Straitly charging all Officers, and other his Ma'ies Sub- 


zebEs,to wſe no conmnencie,or remiſſe proceeding 


| toward ſuch Offenders : 


For the neceſſary and timely preuentionof thoſe heauy 
euents,whereunto aſwell Kingdomes,as worthy Familics 
| E become obnoxious, by the od:ous and enormous 
Impietics incuitcably ſubſequent 


thereupon, 


| | eq Fmprinted at London by RoszrT | 


| | BarkEzs,Printerto the Kings moſt 
| Excellent Maieſtic, Anno 1613. 
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a Bpact,. 
and ſ{oyere Cafune laghinſt: 9 0 
Private Combars , and 
. Combarantz.&e.... gl «F- T 
| 2 Ws HE ptickerof of hours, 
5 Dy thebbeniicot Tries, the 
| 114 P.connmentsr of tals 
JS) ttvates y xogether- with's 
- kmde.ot pivſctip filet of 
SH Ne:in yan achbred ouer 
allthis Crna; AY/opinront'4- 
mong.the weakeft;bur a-confttmrbeleete'as 
mong maiy 5 thab defire't© bec-teputed 
among the wiſtttof x ceftaiiie freedomhe 
left to allmenvpon earth by Natyrezastheir 
Birth-right,todefendtheirrepurations with 
their: \words,. as they-doethefr lives 'and 
goods, and to take renenveoF ary \wtorig,. 
either olfeced or apptetiended;in 1 thatmea- 
Ty which theis owne inward paGion ot: 
TR A 3 aftection 


affection doth ſuggeſt, withoutany further 
proote: ſoasthechallenge be ſent ina ciuill 
manner, though without leaue demaunded 
of the;Souergigne , and withour reſpect.to 
jp nf ar do +> gg ob 5 | - _ 
atiy;prohibition, or hmitation, that hath 
beene laidedowne; either by theKing him- 
ſelfe, orby the Lawes poſitive. _ 


T Helawe of Nature neuer warranted the 
- preſumption of aSubiect , to challenge 
any perſon to the combate for his life , in 
coldblood, and ypan aduiſement, nor.any 
otherac, then a neceſlary defence vpon a 
violentaſlault, becauſe a life might other= 
wiſe be loſt, before a-complaint'could bee 
made, the weapons working their -outgag- 
ous effefts and ends in an inſtant; and with- 
out hope of redrefle., And yerthe Ciuill 
Lawes, which.ſpeake with the voyce of Na» 
ture among men, doe not admit ſomuch as 
thisdefence of life-by the ſword , bur vpon 
neceſsitie; angas they: ſpeake. themſcluas, 
ratione inculpate tutele, which is' in ſach dis. 
ſtreſle, as deſtryuQion cannar bee declined, 
nor ayoyded otherwiſe : For ifit (o tall out, 
nd | what 
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FSEPREWSE": 7 WOP able to ſcente 
himſel.ewkhour the ſword, cither by ſtep. 
ping afide, or by craving ayde, at the ſame' 
leafute, that-a-Gentiemiah,'or any! other 
wronged iri his reputation, maytakehis re! 
medy , without rage or'vioſence, before a 
lawtfull Indge , the Duellors of theſe dayes 
muſt waht-rhis thinne'couer for'an excule” 


oftheraudacity. *S { 95% 


7 Ornothing, can bee more certaine; then- 
*. that Gentlemendoe- firſt offend/againſt: 
the law of Nations,whichis indeed the Law: 
of Natureamong men that arcindued with- 
reaſon, and crearedaceotding to:Godsown: 
Sacred mage: HowfocuerWeeknow that 
the Law of Nature hath Jy primaug inre. a 
more laxvc extent, not by demaunding, but: 
by tearing outtheir: portions; like beaſts, by 
theirteethand nailes, andpearcing the very 
bowels ofthe Earth,tofmd out weapons far 


morennſ{cheigousthentheſs s Whereas Ju- 


ſtice looking rather tothefaſtgroundin her 
eſtabliſhment of Lawes, that are truely ſaid, 
Suum cuig, tribuere , then torthe' paſsions of 


C114 wrath 


+ 


aanidigge giehionodimenton, hah 
ken ainorhatcandaalin ours. þy deba: 


ngand deciding innarige> thatareindead; 
ab $83); hee: rained 95:protended by:ons 

mit atainkt anacherngapling k9 kbenules 
IE 
21.110 ru 213 at 
Tikisy foars nora like maanncy to. _ 
oreſle the written Lawes of God hime 
ſelte, "ahh prouidently referre all kindes of 
camplaintsaGionsandſujts, that ,npmje 

the bedigs,thelines andfoxtupes ef mens 
kindes of ſtrife berweene ticle and title, plea 
_—_— blood and ——— thathys 
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codſciencs ofian vprig t lata: ——_ bond 
ding geirner: DT prejudice; but 
logking; vpon.tae, matter withvprightnelle 
of confrietce andktowledge iisinone likes 
lychenthe perſons,whem this caſe foncerely 
and dearely —_ reſolue okdidavg 
CO \ SOAR LF 
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IM Oreouer , if the Lawes of this Kmg 
dome confentivg touching rlits 
point , with all othersin the world ) could 
{peake as vocally, and audibly in their owne 
detence,as the Iudges( who are indeed Lo« 
quentes Leges, the ſpeaking Lawes, ) both 
leadefor them, and outotchem vponthe 
Bench: then doubtleſle they would cx- 
eremely diſdaine thatpriuate perſans(borne 
not to comand but to obey, notto ſtruggle 
but to ſubmit not to make Lawes, bur to 
obſerue and keepe them with reuerence 
and awe)ſhould bandie out of boldnes aud 
preſumption, againſt rhe wiſedome of all 
precedent times , 1uſtifie the crooked mea- 
{ure ofafteQion againſt the ſtreight rule of 
Right, and out of the pride of their owne 
diſtempercd conceits , make themſelues in 
the point of Reputation; ( which comes 
neereſt to rhe life of a Generous and wor- 
thy minde ) both parties, and Iudges abſo. 
lute: and 1n aſfort ſubmitthe reall grounds 
of Morall vnderſtanding , to the Saddam 
flaſhesof their owneturie, | 
| B 497 Wee 


6G 
WW Eemakenoqueſtion,butthat if Ho- 
- ?;?- nourhad bene reputed fuch'an Ins 
diniduum oagum , or ſuch a wild tranſcen- 
dent in former times , as neither Ciuill 
Courts were able to containe , which note 
withſtanding iudge of all matters that con« 
cerne Liberty and Lite,which are reckoned 
with reputation Inter res meſtimabiles, nor 
the Court of Honour to confine,which was 
erected tono other end;then to decide ſuch 
queſtions, as the Lawesot the Land omit, 
as no way appertaiing to their element, 
which the Books themſelues expreſle, ſome 
other courſe would haue bene tound before 
our dayes, that had bene more indifferent, 
and in fo many ages palt, betweene the 
ſenſe of Honour , and. the ſeueritie of Law. 
But fince we ſee, that notwithſtanding theſe 
pretended colours in this yetite kinde , the 
Lawes of the Kingdome proceed capitally 
againſt all thoſe that are found to ſpeed 


\ 


their enemies vpon private quarells 1n the 


Fields after a faire maner (according to the 
phraſe) that is, withouttreacherie or:traud, 
without either proteftion by the Court of 

= Chinalrte, 
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Chiualry, or diſcharge by Parliament,though 
therein many members are found tobe tied 
in blood, intriendſhip, and allianceto thoſe 
Gentlemen that runne this hazard of their 
livesand fortunes euery day , we'may con- 
clude that boldneſie doeth rather begge, 
then Tuſtice can finde any cauſe to graunt 
impunitie ypon a point that is ſo deſperate. 
For by how much Conſcience 15 of greater 
pricethen Conceit, by ſo much hath an ig- 
norance inuincible , or a reſolution vn- 
changeable, more reaſon to defend it ſelfe - 
in that, then in this, ſetting obedience aſide: 
for the one ſtabbes piety,the other doth bur 


onely prickeor offend humour. | 


T He wiſedome of Our  Anceſtours vn= 
doubtedly foreſaw, that it chele Challen- 
gersvpon diſgrace,thataffect ſocarneſtly to 
be priuiſedged as Spiritnales bomines, which, 
as Gods Spirit witneſles,a nemine indicantur, 
could by audacitie , intreatie, or impunitie, 
haue compaſied- their owne ende in this 
point of Honour,they would likewiſe with- 
in a while have preſſed vpon the ſame 
; B 2 2round, 


8: 
ground, to'reuerſe the Sentenceofa ludge 
in point of Right. For Othohaning fult pre. 
uailed in procuring Trials by theSword, for 
diſcharge ofdiſhonor,would after thathaue 
brought the Trials of the SubieQs propertie 
tothe ſame bloody touch of gaine. Seme 
ofthe French writers report , That in thar 
Kingdome alfo,this maner ofproceeding in 
defence of Titles vpon Challenge , was very 
rife. And England it ſelfe, as appeares by 
the Writ of Right, which ſtands m force till 
thispreſenr,was notcleare ofthe like liberty. 


TFT Hus hauing made it euxdent,how farre 
all Challenges in cold blood, ſwarue from 

all preſcription and formes of Iuſtice that 
euer were, wee may further adde , That a- 
gainſt the State ofa King (whoſe Office is 
to take a preciſe accomptofall wrongs) and 
the Iuſtice of a Kingdome,that make diſtri. 
bution without detect, they tranſgreſſe wil- 
fully. For what can be morerepugnant both 
to duette and humanitie , then to fnatch the 
Sword of Iuſtice out of Our hands, which 
they meane to draw and exerciſe in their 
”, ; | owne 


1b 


owne will, asifit lay in their owneeletion 
to obey ornot obey, as itthey might keepe 


- a Poſterne gate, euer open without watch 


or ward, to which « ſhould bee lawtull for 
yong Gentlemen without conſulting either 
Prince or Iudge, to runne headlong to 
their owne ruine; oras if it could ſtand with 
the tender care, which We profeſie of con- 
ſeruing the Subiect in ſecuritie , the Stare in 
ſtrength, the gouernment in peace, to open 
the. great Vaine , by which the Common 
wealth might bleed, not as Feuers peſtilent 
ad animi deliquium, but rather as in the heart 
of Seneca,when hopes are deſperate,ad Vis 
teexitum?torthis muſt be the flue ofan vn- 
lawfull ate, which excludes all maner of 
ſatisfaction for wrongs beſides that of the 


 ſword,which obſerues no meaſure. 


JN this courſe of proceeding, theſe Chal- 
lengers do likewiſe ſo ſtrangely crofle the 
kne of their owne pretended ]euill,as if ma. 
lice did not ſtand too much in the light of 
rcaſon, they would eaſily confeſſe. For 
pretending aboue all things to regard Ho- 
3 nour 


IO 

nour fora flouriſh,yer to ſatisfie their owne 
inordinate deſires, they flie the certains 
indgemeutof the Court of Honour, vpon 
queſtion which hath no other obieR to con- 
template, thenitſelte : which mooues vs to 
conceiue ypon 1ult cauſe, that their ſcope 
and drift is toplant this Idole Honour, ( as 
they makeit) onely #2 ſcrinto peftorts ; that 
is,in che Cabinet of their owne conceite, 1n- 
tending nothing lefle then to hitthe marke, 
whereat they ſhoote, or fic currere ot come 
prehendant, lo to runne asthey may preuaile 
in that which they proſecute. But howſoe- 
uer their light paſs1ons may ſhitt often like 
the ſands,yet Our purpoſeand intent is,ne- 
uer togiue way to theſe bolde preſsing hu- 
mours 1n the leaſt degree , whereof Iuſtice 
may finde cauſe to complaine, or reaſon to 
repent; leſt by the faire aduantage of this 
riſe ourraſh Aduenturers in paruis viam pres 
ſiraendo, by diſpenſing with themſclues in 
theſe things ( which they value butaspettie 
contempts ) they may by vſe and daily pra- 
iſe bee emboldened to leape ouer theſe 
guards of loyaltie, 

| = 
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TT is but a wanton kind ofdalliance,which 

fome of the ſtouteft Proftours of the 
Challengers are intorced to vſe,tor ſome ex- 
cuſe ot their oppoſition to the written lawes 
of God,which torbid priuate men to kill for 
any cauſe; & befides,more ſately to conuey 
themſelues, as ſome conceive vaprobably, 
out of the reach of the eternall curſe, which 
God by his owne mouth hath pronounced 
againlt all thoſe, that aduenturing to leaue 
this life in paſſion , preſumeto preſle in the 
next,to the Supper of the Lambe without 
charity,which isthe true badge of a Chriſtian 
Profeſsion, becauſe it muſt ever diſtinguiſh 
Gods ſeruants from Satans forlorne hopes; 
and the heires of thepromiſe,trom the dam» 
ned crew, expedting no greatermercy then 
they merit : The guiltinefle of euery mans 
owne conſcience that oftenderh in this kind, 
is able to make vp a Decem tales for cuery 
Iurour that is abſent. from the Barre: And 
howſoeuer ſome preſume roo farre vpon 
the grace that may bee graunted 7n extrema 
hora, yet Mercypt ſelfe makes a great difle- 
rencebetweene'thoſe that oftend in weake- 
= _ © 


I2 

neſſe,or of wiltelnes: Forwhere prefump- 
tions are confident,euents doubttul,and the 
time which ſhould ſerue for repentance, 
ſhort; nay which is worſt of all , where ra- 
ther feare of hell, then obedience to God, 
may be conceiued probably to bee akind of 
ſpurre to that repentance , which ſometime 
deceiues the world, it behouerh men to bee 
as certaine of their inſtrument, as of their 
ace ; and that they ſhall haue as much lea- 
| ſure toconfeſle, as God hath mercy to for. 
glue, beforethey make their paſlage fo ſafe 
and cafie,as theyapprehend,from 4 paines 
thatare tranſitory , to the bliſle chat is vn- 
changeable. Itlies not in the wit or proui- 
denceof any mortall man, beforehand to 
aſſure himſelfeof ſuch a perfect patience,as 
may prepare themind to meditate ypon the 
beſt mcanes of releaſe from eternall death, 
while his enemy 1s 1 his eye, the woundes 
bleed freſhly, ſhame blinds the iudgement, 
 choller preuails againſt aduiſe,and the yoice 
of nature her ſelfe is more aptto call for re- 

uenge,thentoteach humilitie, | 
| By 
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BY comparing '. 4 miſchuefes with 

homebred accents, it will not bee hard 
to iudge,into what region this boldebird of 
audaciouspreſumption, in dealing blowes 
ſo confidently, willmount, it it bee once let 
flie, from the breaſt wherein itlurkes. And 
thereforeit behoueth Iuſtice, both to keepe 
her ſtill in her owne cloſe cage , with care 
that ſhelearne never any other dittie, then 
Eſt bene; but withall, thatfor prevention of 


the worſt that may fall out, wee clippe her 


wings, that they grow not too faſt. For ac- 
cording to that of the Proverbs, Is is labour 
loft tolay nets before the eyes of winged foules; 
and experience prooues all Goternments 


tobe weake,and for the moſt part diſobedis 


ent and mutinous, Where the Father is not 
able to diſpoſe of a Sonne, nor the Com- 
monwealth of a Member , nor the Church 
ofa child,nor the Soueraigne,that is chiefly 
ut in truſt with the raines of Regiment,of 
a native Subie& longer then they liſt, or at 
theleaſt, then they ſtand free fro Quarrels, 
which ought,as ſome defend,tobe preferred 
before duties inall degrees: which ſenceleſſe 
C paras 


I 
paradox hath in effect diſſoluedallthe ioints 
both of ciuill and dwuine diſcipline, 


TJ Her is no doubt, butthe ordinary ex- 
'=* ceptionoof Cowardize, which the world 
takes to ſoft ſpirits , rhat put vp diſgrace 
without running inſtantly into ſome ſharpe 
courle for vengeance, lcaues very deepe im- 
preſsions in the mindes of forward Gentle- 
men , that are not ſo ſenſitive ot ſmart, as 
fearctul of diſhonor;conſidering how ſtrict- 
ly all men that conuerſe in the world, are 
bound to giuean account to the world tor 
all their actions that are viſible,and thertore 
without ſatisfaction vpon the proffer of of- 
fence, ſo farre as the point of reputation 
docth vrge, it will be found almoſt unpoſsi- 
ble to ſtay the current of quarrelling. For 
by whatground of Iuſtice(toſpeake indiffe- 
rently ) can either a friend perſwade, or a 
ſuperiour command one that is wounded, 
either in his perſon, or his good name, to 
paſle ouer the leaſt imputation of diſcredit, 
as if it were but the biting of aflea, where 
Gentlemen cannot be ſausfied,nor repaired 


by 
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15 
by any other meane, ſince fnany of the 
French, that are both indicious andproui« 
dent, haue aſcribed the flight obſeruation, 
or rather the groſle contempt of both their 
Soueraignes Edicts againſt Quatrels, and 
Single Fights, eitherhand to hand, or in ſer 
match , to the great haſterhat was vſed by 
the State it ſelte, in prohibiting them with 
vnſpeakeable ſeuecritie , before that any 
courſe or order were {et downe for reparatis 
on to the partie grieued or diſtempered in 
ſome ſuch meaſureas might bee thought to 


be ſutable. 


His hath bene likewiſe our chiefeſt mo- 

tiuein forbearing to prohibite quarrels 
vpo grieuous penalties,betoreWe had come 
manded the Lords in Commaiſsion for the - 
oftice of EarleMarſhall,vhom the wiſdom of 
precedent times held fitteſt roindge matters 
ofthis kinde that touch honorto the quicke 
ſo carefully and preciſely to apply the plea- 
ſing balme tothe ſwelling fore , the ſatisfa- 
ctions to the ſmart, and the reparation to 


thediſgrace, as none might bee able topre- 
E 1 tend 


16 


tend any colour of exception or complaint; 


but ſuch as in their actionsand oppolitions, 
ſeeme rather to demonſtrate wiltulnes,then 
to deſire indifference. 


T is the part and Office of an vpright 
Iudge, that intendes as well to heare with 
indifferency , as toreſolue by rule, to giue 


that fatiſfattion to men dilſtreſled, which the 
courſe of Iuſtice, and the qualitie of the 
wrong requires, though hee labour not yn- 
profitably, like an Empericke, to pleaſe hu- 
morous aftections , which choller hath pur 
out of taſte, and which ſelte loue ſuſpends 
from acknowledging the diſtractions and 


impreſcions of fantalſle.. 


T Wo ſpeciall benefits may bee expected 
by this courlſe,which We take in publi« 
ſhing to the world Our conſtant purpoſe,to 
aboliſh viterly all Challenges to fightin the 
field , thatis, all ſingle Fights in the field at- 
ter Challenge in cold blood vpon preparatis 
on and ſetmatch, it it beepoſsible, becauſe 
theſe are the cupping glaſſes that drawto the 
> 1 weakeſt, 
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weakeſt parts of the Kingdome, as well as 
thettrongelt, as many ſharpe humours as 

there are occaſions ſpringing to (tire chol- 

ler. The firſt 1s feare in a generalitie to gue 

oftence by oppoſition vpon the conſidera- 

tion of ſharpe puniſhments impoſed ynder 

b vs Our hand and Seale, For many of Our Sub- 
tects that are thought to be molt fierie, will 

forbeare to purſue perſonally the reugnge 

of euery word oracte, either truely groun- 

l ded vpon iniury,or fo conceiued at ihelealt, 
and apprehended according to that talle fi- 
gure,which malice is more likely to preſent, 

then indifterencie to examine. For howlſoe- 

ver paſsions inthe proſecution of quarrels, 
heretofore might be abidden and endured, 

? with greater patience, whe reparation could 
not bee had by any fairer meane: yet one 
rule muſthold from this time forward infal- 
libly, confidering the care andpaine, which 
Wee in Qur perſon take, toſetall courſes 
ſtreight by the golden compaſle of indifte- 
rent regard;that, voluntarie peccantibus hoſtia 


non relinquitur, 
C3 The 
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T* He ſecond benefit is prouidence, in 
deviſing meanes that are apt and pro- 
per to giue ſatisfaction for all kinds of offene 
ces,thartouch honour in the leaſt degree be- 
tweene the ſeruants or Subiects of one pow- 
erfull Soueraine, that lookes as well ro be 0+ 
beyed, as honoured : For Princes may bee 
truely ſaid ; to hold rather a ſhadow rhen a 
ſtrehgth of power , that leaue itin the Subs 
ie&s libertie, either to skanne their directs 

ons,or to ſcorne their authoritie. 


'J Ouching the farſt , which ſhewes both 
* what We wiſh, and many want; itwill 
appeare by rules prohibitorie togood effect, 
as We conceiue,that nopart ofa Kings Of- 
fice hath beene neglected or omitted in the 
reglement, that may either draw by ſweet- 
neſle, or ditueby ſharpenes all degrees and 
rankes of Subiects as they ſtand affteted, 
well or ill, tothoſe worthy ends of mode- 
Tation which Our heart afte&s, propoun- 
ding vnto all men water 8fire, as God ſpea- 
kethin the letter of Iis owne Law; that as 
they chooſe, fothey may ſpeed: foas wiſe- 


dome 
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dome in his owne brood may be eyeriuſtis 
fied. The ſecond tending more to therates 
of proportion in ſetting toorth the Shares, 
then inthe weightotinhubition,, by caſting 
cenſure vpon contewpts, when queſtions 
that touch credit come to bee debated, with 
that treedome , which in point of juſtice 
makesno difference betweene degrees, Wee 
leaue to be ſet downe atgreaterlength, by 
the Lords in Commiſsion for the Mar/hals 
Otfice, that no way beleit vaſought, for the 
ſatisfaction of all mens minds, which either 
reaſon or right can ſatiſhe. 


T is true, that whoſoeuer wall cyteuecnly: 
vpon this nice quarrell, betweene tender- 
neſle of reputation , and compatzion ot life, 
had neede to hanethe ſame certaine ajime in 
his luckie hand, that Alcon is affirmed by the: 
Poets to haue had, when hee {hot the Ser= 
pent deadly inthevyery head, withouthurt 
tothe childe , that ſucked in his breath. :For 
to end aquarrellberween two men of worth. 
andyalour, deepely. grounded,and ſhrewd- 
ly teſtered, without diſgrace or wrong - cl- 
er 
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ther ſide,is as wel an efte of skill as an affe- 
Gtion of deſire , conſidering how pettie cir- 
cumſtancesareſuthcicnt to put theſe clockes 
both out ot-temper & true motion, that are 
wound vp with the greateſt warineſſe, The 
Lords whom Wee haue formerly deputed 
tothe care oftheſetickle points(which ſtand 
as much vypon diſcretion as 1ight)are the fit- 
teſt inſtruments both to ſearch with vnder- 


ſtanding,and reſolue by reaſon,in reſpec of 


their Honour by birth, their endeauour out 
of an infinite deſire to doe good , and their 
Skill in the nature of the Subiect, which they 
take in hand, whereofmany reconcilements 
made already betweene Gentlemen, and in 
caſes which were thought to preſſe ſomes 
what heauily vpon narrow points aftoord 
very.pregnant and cleare teſtimony. Theſe 
vnderſtand the diſpoſitions of the perſons 
with whonfthey are to treate, the {cope of 
Our intent, the rules of Our 1aſtruction,the 
nicetie ofthe worlds exceptions, and aboue 
all, the great hazard which they runne 
of their owne honours, in caſe they ſhould 
for any cauſe encline to any motiue in their 
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tudgement, which the grounds of Honour 
canpot iuſtifie. To this implicite faith in 
their fanceritie, the skill, the worth, and va- 
lues of thoſe wotthy Coftables and Marſbals, 
that ſitin the, Court of Chinalry in France, 
many ofthat Nation haue aſcribed the con- 
tinuance and conſtancie of agreements 


madeby them, as it to dogbt of ſo graue O= 


racles were an:efted of ſacriledge, which 


mooues Vs the more confidently to expe 
thehke proofe ofthe Miniſters which Wee 
depute, becauſe Honour, in all parts of Ew- 


rope, will be euer hike it {clfe;wiſedome,tems 


per, 2nd integr we , produce ſfutable cltedts, 


and experience armesinduftries . 


Vrbecauſeits vnpoſsible that the Lords 

in Commilsion ,beingall of Our Privic 
Councel, and by canſequence, employed 
daily in the publike feruice: of -the. State, 
ſhould beable in their, perſons, without an 
Vbiquitie,toabiſt all treatie#for agreement 
betweene Gentlemen wall places of the 
Kingdome that breed Quarsels, efpecially 
thoſe that. are. fartheſt; remote from. the 
| D common 
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common Center, which is,the Court: Wee 
thinke good tolmitetheir labours and.en- 
deauours about marrers of this kind: firſt,to 
the Court irſelte, then to che Citie of Lone 
don, whichis called che Kings Chamber , and 
then to the Counties adiacent,fo tarre only, 
as the ſpace of twenty mules m length and 
circuitdoeextend, leauing allother Coun- 
tiesthat are farther diſtant, to chec|:arnable 
and honourable: care of the Lords Lieutc- 
nants and their Deputies, who being turn- 
ſhedby the Lordsin Commiſsion with cer. 
taine Copies of che ſame reſolutions and 
rules;which.chey 'themlelues obſerue: ordi- 
narily within'the lmites:of cheir owne PIc= 
cin&s, may with greater ſatis?action to Vs, 
eaſe rothe Lords,the whole Kingdome,and 
themſelues , proceed: correſpondently : pro- 
viding alwaies,thatin caſe any Peere ot the 
Kingdome, or any other Nobleman {hall 
happento be one of thoſe , with whom (by 

verrueof Our Order and Decree )chere ſhal 
beiuft occaſion totreate, the Lords Lieutce 
nautsfaic not to'ſend vp both that Lord 
and his Oppoſite, to the Lords in Commils 


fon 


"FRO 


of 
Fo 


LIMI 


23 
ſion, which are hkeyyle Peeres, there to 
abidethat judgement, which to their dif 
cretions ſhall appeare indifferent and iuſt; 
ypon the view ot the mainebuſipefle, which. 
ought with like equitie and {tncericeto bee 
aduertſed. | | gil: F 


'Are mult be alfo taken in duetime, that 

vpon the firſt notice of a Quarcell likely: 
to procced, either letters or meſlengers (as 
tie qualitie of the place requites) bee ſeat 
with ipcedintothoſe parts, wherein thepar- 
Les 11itercfied in the cauſe; are: knowen et 
ther to.dwell or reſide for the greater part 
ofthe yeere ; left Malice, waxing bold ypon 
neglect, may prevaile by opportunitie. If 
the parties cannot be found, yetnotice muſt; 
belettin thoſe places, with certaine intima-: 
tion ofthe perill, into which the: parties are 
likely to runne inpenam contymaecie, incaſe 
within the ſpace oteightand twenty dayes 
next enſuing, (which.giue.timeſutficieor to 
come from the tarthe( part of . Ezyland, 
thopgh the ſummons come to their kiiow- 
ledgeybut atthe ſecond or third hand)they 

| | D z appeare 


= 
appearenot inthe plgce ſpecified. Beſide, 
Ourwill andpleaſure is, rhat by how much 
they ſhewthemſeluescobe more impatient 
and fierie during the time of this direction, 
by deuifing meanes to fight,beforethemat- 
ter can be heard , by ſo much more ought 
the Lords, vponiuſtproofe made ofa noto- 
rious contempt, to puniſh the ſame more 


remarkably. - 


T charges of calling vp offendours to 
theproper touch, with ſundric other cir- 
cumſtances, incident to a regular and for- 
mall courſe of procecding vpon diſcouery, 
Weethinke good toleaue to thediſcretion, 
and good confiderationoftthe Lords put in 
truſtthatvſing the ſame moderation which 
they doe: commonly/in ſending for fuſpe- 
Redperſonsoroftenders in. other kinds,no- 
thing bedone, that'may either gricue the 
Subiect, or giue libertie. The purpoſe of 
ourloue ang tender care, ayming at the 
ſame equitie by preſeruing' Subiects lives, 
whichn ciuill courſes Iuftice doth, to pres 
ferue' their goods , cannot want lawtull 
| | vt meanes 
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meanes ofexecution' in forme, but mxy bee 
furthered' exceedingly by the diligence of 
diſcreete Officers, that in diſcharge otduty 
bind themſelues ſo farre to the literallinſtru- 
Rion, as the maine ſcope of the Worke it 
ſelfe benot hindered. What further time 
ſoeuer ſhall be borrowed or aſlumed,by the 
perſons that are ſent for, boue eight and 
rwenty dayes intheir comming , after no- 
tice left, (as hath beene ſpecified before Hh 
the places of their ordinary refiance ) muſt 
be caſt by the Lords, 8c. into the cenſure of 
Contempt, leſt otherwiſe our cffeuall Ins 
iunctions be drawne by wiltull cuſtome into 
diſgrace; and diſgrace ofpublike order giue 
encouragement to Stubborneſle. 
Vtnow becauſe Wee ſee, that all labors 
#Zand endeauours wilbe loſt , it ether We 
preſſe, or the Lords,&c. perſwade an end 
withoutan offering,apeace withoutaprice, 
or a free remiſsion without ſome ſuch kinde 
of ſaafation, as may remooue the cauſe, 
and qualifie the ſmart: ſome proteſting: to 
their friends (affrighting them with the pe- 

hes” D 3 rill 
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rillboth of ſoule and body ) with the Pro- 
pher, thatthey. had rather fall into the hands 
of Gad, then of man; becauſe his mercie ſure 
mounts all his workes, thoughin very deed 
they ſecure themſelues from neither one 
nor other by this at; others hoping vpon 
raceand mercieat Ourhands,when luitice 
thunders, quia#Reggs ſrael clementes ſtint: 
and the greatelt part reſoluing peremptori- 
ly to aduentureall, rather then be poinced 
at in Courts and {treetes for Cowardize , in 
preferring tormall terrors, before eternall 
{hame.. Before Weecome to touch the na- 
tures ofthe wrongs and injuries themlelues, 
that implore bothluſtice and Honor for rc- 
dreſle, it ſhall bee requiſite , and ſutable ro 
the methode of Our 1uſ} proceeding in all 
matters, that touch Reputation and Lite,to 
beate downe that deſperate and accurſed 
Paradoxe, which comes more freely out of 
their mouthes, then Our coine doth out of 
the purſes. ot many Subiects 1n theſe dayes, 
thatno kind of ſatisfaction without hpod, 
can ſcoure out the foule ſtaines of many 
wrongs; and that ſo many as eſteeme or 
value 
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value Honour at a meane rate, way flatter 
their owne infirmities, and dance in the net 
ot noueltie, to pleafe the moodes and hu-« 
mours of men, more inclined to ſaue Eor- 
tunes (take, then Honors reſt, but neuer ei- 
ther remooue or mooue other mens opini= 
ons, that had the true cauſe of Fortitude. 
They know that many had wonne Honor 
by the loſle of their ltues, vpon this worthy 
ground, and thoſe ſhould bee the Saints, 
whole namesthey wouldinſert, by limning 
themin red letters, into Honors ( alender, 


T' Hey preſle further, as1t were by way 
of complaint, that akthough ir were a- 
orced by Gentlemen , that ſome ſuch di(- 
racetul word, as Knaue or Raskal : or ſome 
fuch diſgracetizll act, as a blow with the 
hand, might beexpiated by thoſe ordinary 
and propitiatorie meanes, which men of 
woorth and courage; as well as ot capacitic 
and ſenſe, haue both warranted, andduely 
putin practiſe in all torraine Courts and 
Campes , without exception or obloquie; 
howlocuer ſuch reprochtull words or deeds 
are 


28 
are in themſclues extreamely faule, yet they 
of iuſtice-here in Evgland, vouchſating nor 
out of grauitie to puniſh any other fcane 
dals, then thoſe that will beare ation , nor 
any other blowes or ſtripes, then thoſe that 
breake bones, or giue maymes, with that ſe- 
ueritie, which the wound of reputation,aud 
contempt of worth vntainted ſhould des 
ſerue, leaues men freeto proſecute the belt 
wates for amends thatthey can deuiſe,with+ 
out offence to Honour,by their owne 1adus 
ſtrie. To this, ſome adde for an excuſe of 
diſobedience to peaceable decrees, thatthe 
Country Iurorsat thegrand Aſsizes are put 
intruſt with the weights of reparation by 
rating damages, as no more ſenſitive of the 
vexations , which worthy mindes. endure 
vpon reprochtull tearmes or ads, in reſpect 
of the groſle element, wherein they haue 
been bred or broughtvp, then of the ſcratch 
ofa bramble, or the pricking of a putne in 
the brawnes of their hard hands, whichare 
made hard by labour. + . 

To the firſtpoyntit may be anſwered by 
any man, that hath-not drunke vpthe 


very 
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very dregges of (zrces her inchanted Cup, 
that Natare her ſelte, whom the Philoſophers 
account the moſt indulgentMother,iu con- 
ſeruing thar faire of-(pring which ſhe brings 
tolight, ſhould rather be reputed iniufiſs:. 
manouerca,a moit wreaktul and wicked ſteps 
mother , incaſe ſhee had ingrafted in mens 
hearts, a peremptory diſpolition to purſue 
their paſsions and violent impultions with a 
bloody and implacable kinde of Reuenge, 
without giuing way to ſatisfaction in modes 
rate degrees,fince this execrable paradoxdiſe 
ſoluesall harmonies, 


vV JT Hen God himſfelfe. out of his graci- 

ous andeternall prouidence eſtabli- 
ſhed his owne holy Law,as thepureſt touch 
by which all titles might bee tried, and repas. 
rations affoorded to all kindes of wrongs, 
whether they reſpe&ed credite, libertie, or 
life;he likewiſe ſet down the proportis,thar 
might euer keepe the great.Beame of the 
Ballance ſtreight, depriuing all men of that. 
dangerous and audacious intereſt, which. 


many would yſurpe,to the breach ofIuſtice, 
E and: 


Zo 

and diſturbance of the common peace, by 
adding out of paſsion what right admurerh 
not; and drawing deſperatly the ſatisfaction 
for many wrongs, from the Barre to the 
Sword;which in cutting keepesno meaſure, 
& in that reſpect abhorred as an inftrumenr 
of Outrage,rather then aStrandard ot Equity. 
But againſt that eternall VWiſedome;, it 15no 
more polsible tor ſeduced wdgements, and 
infeted humours to raiſe plattormes ot re= 
uenge, according to the module of their 
erring aimes,then for a man to build againſt 
all therules and principles of Geometrie, 


Gaine it muſt be vnder(tood,that ſober 
indgements will preferre the ſtreight 
rule,which 1s of vſe for all men at all times, 
and yponall occaſions and accidents,before 
the crooked Lesbian,and leaden rule, which 
is euer ſubie& co infleion vpon phanraſie. 
Princes ought to bee obſerucd in their dire- 
ions,that Subiefts may be ſupported with 
ſecuritie. Fhe voice of one luror isnot ſuf- 
ficient to beare out a caule ; nor the blinde 
conceit of onedeprauing Cauiller, to-.coyne 
principles. 
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principles, Woe be to that kingdome,wher- 
in private perſons, ynſtayed by youth, vn- 
taught by negligence, vaweighed by liber- 
tie,may carue out of their owne proportions 
according to the rage of humoious aftetis 
ons that dazle them. Ir is true,that God the 
Father in his Iuſtice tooke reuenge of our 
wiltull Sinnes , by a bloody ſtroke vpon his 
onely begotten Sonne, and our onely Saui- 
our ; who for the redemption of al man= 
kind, Jdcirco crucifixus eſt,quia ooluit. Burt 
itis astrue;that this cauſe was yniuerſall, the 
ſtroke was iuſt, the tdgment ripe,the Iudge 
void of paſsion, the Patient of contradictt- 
on. The date of pleaſing God by bloody 
Offerings,is happily expired by the death of 
one,to dehliuer all; which makes vs the more 
to waruell,that ſince Chriſtian policie for the 
ſparing of blood,broughtin wſt Lawes,that 
any man ſhould baniſh Lawes , that blood 
may tollow. The Proctors of this Practiſe 
cannot with their Honours range all ſatiſ- 
factions for injuries to the Court of Honor, 
though the Soucraigne command;but they 
can raiſe a Court of (hmalrie within their 

-- / E > thoughts, 
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thoughts,to luſtifie theic-paſsions and preci- 
pitations , both againſt Prince, and Go- 
uernement. 


Xamples are as full and pregnant in the 
oint of ſatisfaction asgrounds ; for not 
only rhey which.in former times hauebene 
eſteemed for their Valour , both in Courts 
and Catnpes,but the Writers of beſt iudge- 
ment, that haue handled this poynt moſt 
tenderly ; andall the Courts of Chinalrie in 
forraine parts, that both conceiue the Theo= 
rique, and apply the PraFique of this point 
morecommendably, and with greater Ho- 
nour and applauſe, then any that impugnes 
the rule, agree together vpon axiome intalli- 
ble, that the malice of mansheartin giuing 
cauſe, cannot exceed the wiſdome of mens 
thoughts in affording remedy. What credit 
may bee giuen to thoſe that dare oppoſe 
their humour , which is paſsion, to the 
Iudgements and Decrees of many choyſe 
(ommanders,in the greateſt ations, that are 
preſerued by Record , Letreaſon reſolue, if 
rage willnot ſubmit ; and Iuſtice puniſh , if 
Cuſtome 
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CuſtomequarrelÞ The rule thatbarreth Ga 
risfaction by any other meanes then bloud, 
or bloody {trokes, ſprang neuer our of any 
worthy mind, that rightly vnderſtood the 
true weight of contempt, and how vnpols- 
bleit is romaintaine ſociety or commerce in 
any kind of Gouernement, where the rates 
of ſatistaCtion are reſerued to ſingular con- 
ceits, theſword of execution is conueyed to 
priuate handes, and thoſe men ſhall bee 
thought to keepe the right meaſure, thar 
will be bound to no meaſure. | 


5 1 Ouching the beſt meanes to raiſe the 
values in the rates of puniſhment, by 
Inriesat thegrand Aſfzes , of many wrongs 
which the world holds to be very weightie, 
and the Commons very fleight, by confer- 
ring with Our graue and learned Iudges, 
We hope to vvorke ſome goodand auaile= 
able efte&t. For they both out of conſci- 
ence and care of the Common peace , ha- 
ving in their eye the great vvaſte which 
theſe bloody Challenges haue brought ypon 
the Kingdome within theſe few yeeres, by 
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the cutting downe not of trees, but ofmen, 
will yndoubtedly endeuour;ſo much as they 
are able, tocut off this current, thar tor the 
moſt part empties it ſelte in mare rubrum, or 
ro ſpeake more properly. in Mare 'mortuum : 
For though Weare not deepely grounded 
in the knowledge of the Common Law, 
yet hauing heard that the Iudges in ſuch 
hurts as are ſubiect to their owne eyes, may 
raiſe the damages which the Jurie. giues, 
according to their owne- diſcretion : As 
tor example, it a Inrie. ſhould allow but 
tenne groats ſatisfaction for the loſle of an 
Arme, or a Imme , Wee doubt not but 
the Iudges finding alſo out of mſedome,ob- 
ſeruation and common ſenſe, how farre the 
poore and beggerly ſauſtactions, which Iu- 
rors ordinarily giue,for thoſe wrongs which 
trench to the very quicke of Honour,in the 
iudgementand conſtruction ot time preſent 
come ſhort of right value, will bee as wil- 
ling to preuent a miſchiete, as to cure a ma- 
ladie. For fince they ſee and feele more then 
the vulgar ſort, it1s expected thattheir1udgs 
meptsfhouldinclue & refolue accordingly. 

Forſomuch 
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POrfowuch as Concernes Our owne oPi. 
non, We muſt acknowledge,that in very 
deed Weeare of the minde, that howltocuer 
ſome wilde perſons haue had, and ſome- 
times will hauetheir own courſe,though the 
wiſedome of Superionrs apply the beit de- 
tenfatiuesthey can deuile ; yet many ſtated, 
diſcreet,and worthy Gemlemen,that rather 
quarrell ypon neceſfitic to defend their re- 
putations, then with deſire and delight to 
draw blood, haue runne their fortunes with 
greater force ypon the rock ot hazard,in re- 
ſpect of the diſgrace , which they feele more 
thatlooke to Honour , then that liue by las 
bour, for the reuenge of diſgrace, then if by 
the ſtate of ordinary Iuſtice, as things are 
conceiued now , they mighthaue beene re- 
ſpectiuely regarded, and condignely fatiſ- 
fied. Much may bee done by the Tuſtices of 
Aſſiſe , either by raiſing the conceits of the 
meaner fort of Subiedts, or by tempering 
the demandsof thegreater , till the wiſdome 
of the Parliament,obſeruingtenderlyvpon 
what fcete this common muſchiete doth 
march, may adde much to the weight of 
thoſe 
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thoſeſillic helpes,which being now in ordi- 
narie vie , in reſpect of weakeneſle , doe ra» 
ther giue diſpleaſure thenſlake choller. For 
in very deede, it is nor the word that a man 
vtters, but the conſtruction. which it carries; 
not the thunder clap, but the thunder bolt; 
not the paſsion,but the ſcorne;that gives the 
ſpeeding blow. Proportions muſt holde in 
all iuſt courſes of proceeding , aſwell tous 
ching perſons, as times; ſo as accordivg to 
the qualitie and worth, aſwell of him that 
offers, as endures diſgrace of. that qualitie, 
which the Lawes doenotexpreſlely puniſh, 
errours hauing once beene- brought to the 
perfect and true touch, 1n values of con- 
tempts, may bee either improoued, or qua- 


lified. 


B Vt foraſmuchas Wee foreſee, that many 


perſonsof great worth, and of neceſlary 


vic forthe Common wealth, may either bee 


corrupted by the Cankey, or cut off by the 


{word of common luſtice, before the Par- 


liament haue time & opportunttieto amend 


theſe errours; whicharethe ſeedsof calami- 


ties, beſides the brand of terrour which We 
ſer ypon the boldneſle of contempt , as well 
premoniſhing thoſe that haue not offen= 
ded, as puniſhing thoſe that haue, to binde 
all thoſe by whome theſe matters ſhall bee 
throughly examined and qualified to the 
mincing of proportions, {o daintily and ten- 
derly, for ſatistaction to theſe wrongs by 
word or deed, of which many are more ſens 
ſitiue, then of the pangs of death, as they 
that are once brought to the fine, neede to 
make no kind of ſcrupleor doubt of the recos 
uery. It thoſe meanes then,which the Lords 
&c. ſhall warily and aduiſedly propound, 
bee ſuch as Iuſtice doth auerre, Forraine 
Courts of Honour putin practiſe , and the 
Lords now in Commiſsion will auowe and 
warrant vpontheir Honours to bee ſound; 
the forme of direction, which inſpires life 
to ation,ſhall expreſſe, what difference,not 
onely Wee, but Honour, Tructh and Rea- 
ſon, put berweene indifterencie and mus 
tine. 
T He puniſhments which We reſolue yp- 
on ſtrange motiues, and inducements 
to 
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to inflict vpon head-ſtrong quarrellers, 
whom neither reaſon can containe, nor ad- 
uiſe diſlwade, nor authoritie reclaime from 
their inueterate 8 peremptorie contempts, 
arenot Written like Dracoes Lawes in blood, 
nor ſuted to the ſeueritie vpon like occali- 
ons of forraine States,noriteeped in vineger. 
But howſocuer Wee delire to worke our 
endsatgreateſt caſe, yerſince We tinde be. 
{ide the greene paſtures, wherein fantaſie 
doth feede partiall conceits; but rough fal- 
lowes alſo, that will ſooner wearie proude 
aftecions, then a quick ſpurre vpon a plaine 
ground; it will perhappes appeare to thoſe 
that are moſt hote, and haſtic vpon the 
point of revenge, by that time Wee haue 
ſupplied olde cenſures with new penalties, 
wherethe verie letter ofthe Lay falls ſhort, 
it had beene better for them to haue borne 
theraſhe imputations of greene wits, that 
will bee ſatiſhied by nothing butthe ſword, 
then the graue Tudgements of Superioms, 
thatin compariſon of the preiudice , which 
the common peace of the Kingdome may 
fuſtame by connmencie;(in caſe theſe braue- 

ries 
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ries were permitted to paſſe freely, withour 
checke or oppoſition ) make ſmal account of 
thoſe high figures thatare raiſed out of fans 
talle. j 


T He frequencie of Frates falling out dai- 

ly with greater miſchiete to the Com- 
mon vvealth, then the Thunder: boits, which 
as the Poets obſerue wel, atiright more then 
they kil,declares how little good is wrought 
by ordinary proceedings againſt quarrels, 
which are onely vſed as it were of courle. 
It may be that ſharper ingredients may ſoo. 
nerheale old Vicers : Diagredion will worke 
when Manna. failes ; malice may be tempes 
red,but it cannot be more inflamed; And as 
a wiſe man hath obſerued pertinently to 
this point , Quos non airigit amor timor corrie 


Let. 


He skil ofgouernment doth more con- 
fiſt in preventing harmes , Ne omnino 
contingant , then in taxing them Poſtquans 
contigerint. For though both cautions bee 
equally expedient in their degrees to the 
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O. 
icie of Stafe., yet the forecaſting part 
docth beſt expreſle the indgement,care and 
induſtcie of the perſon that commands; and 
experience doeth further proue , that ettects 
of rigour without preparations by wit, like 
the bubbles which Yefpaſianbeheld in Ni- 


Ins, aremore windie then durable. 


vw Fe therefore deſiring and intending 
to cut off the cauſes of ſuch quarrels 
as diſturbe the Peace and quiet of the land, 
by the benefit whereof, the Subiedt fits hap- 
pily vader the ſhade of his owne trees, preſ- 
ling many brables to ſharpe trials by the 
ſword, thatmight eaſily haue beene heard, 
and ended. by a fafer meane , doe firft ob- 
ſerue out ofexperience, that the very natu- 
rall and kindly ſeeds of quarrels, commonly 
brought to the bloodie1ſlue, are ſuch iniv« 
ries,as purpoſely,and not by chance or acci- 
dent, touch the perſon or the reputation of 
one that ſtapds confidently in the defence of 
his owne worth, branching from this bitter 
root,into asmany ſundry kindes and heads, 
as the ordinary couerſation of commerce of 

| | Subiects 
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SubieRs to this waightie Crowne, artable 
to aftoord grounds and motiyes of diſcour- 
telte. | J 


vV Ee are not ignorant how ſutable 
and properitistothe Mateſtie and 
prerogative of Kings, that acknowledge no 
Supertour but God only,to direct and com- 
mand whatis expedient fortunepreſent,out 
of the grounds of their iudgements,without 
asking voices, or aftoordivg ſpeciall reaſons 
for the care of euery inconuenience that 
may occurre: for otherwiſe it might happen 
oftentimes that the fault would be commit- 
ted before the prohubition were ſent,and the 
miſchiete done, before the penaltie were 
knowen : ſo as Ipſa ReFpublica aliquid caperet 
detrimenti, the maine State of the Common 
wealth it ſe]fe ſhould ſuſteine ſome preiu- 
dice. The Subiects are preſumed to have 
ut the Soueraignes in truſt at their firſt 
Ele&ion, and their Succeſlors, with the care 
ot ſtopping any preſent miſchiete that is 
likely to breake out, before the three States 
of the Kingdome can be either formally al- 
F 3 ſembled, 
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ſembled, or take leafure to conſult, But yet 
Wee haue bene pleaſed tora better earneſt 
and imprelt of Our owne gracious intent, 
to fatisfic the moſt curious conceits of thoſe 
that rake pleaſure to ſhread Quarrels into 
mites,to ſer downe ſeuerall Corrections and 
Chaſtiſements for theſe Offences that breed 
Quarrels moſt abundantly in theſe carping 
dayes, asreaſon may bee rather thougit to 
haue bene Our Guide, then Paſs1on Our 
Solicitor. 


TJ 9Quching the maine point, it 1s euident 

that Wrongs,whichare the grounds of 
Quarrels, are either Yerball; thatis , when 
one Gentleman accuſeth another of ſome 
diſhoneſt fat, orgiues theLye: or Real; 
vnder which Head may bee compriſed, 
Blowes, Stripes, or Hurts in all degrees, 
though they differ in proportion ; and be- 
fide all ſcornetull lookes, actes, or figures, 
that implie contempr;all Libelspubliſhedin 
any fort to the diſgrace of any Gentleman, 
or any perſon, whom that Gentleman is 


bound in credite to defend, as himlſelfe : for 
all 
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all theſe trench as deepely into reputation, 
as the ſtabbe it ſelfke doeth into a man that 
eſteemes Honour. 7 

V Ee acknowledge with the learned 
in the Ciuill Law, that the world 
containes more things then can bee fitted 
with proper termes,and doe likewiſe holde ir 
a thing almoſt vnpoſsible to applie to every 
ground of quarrell betweene Gentlemen, a 
certaine and particular recett for cure in that 
particular oftence : The beſt courſe will bee 
firſt toprouide for thoſe that chiefly fall into 
the practiſe of the time, leauing the genera» 
litie of occurrents and accidents, to that rule 
of reaſorr, which applies it ſelfe molt aptly 
and agreeably to all tormes and figures. 


Erball wrongs expreſſed by reprochtull 
termes, Whether they be ſpoken ro the 
parties face, that is deprayed,or behindehis 
backe, breed ill conceits in ſtanders by, be- 
ſides thedeepe diſgrace, which he ſuſtaines 
by: foule aſperſions vpon fairegrounds, For 


by this meane all nien may bee robbed of 


that 


that reputation, which as a Birth-right they 
brought wxhrheminto the world, and can- 
not forfait nor forgoe , without ſome ace 
done by themſeluesvaworthily. The words 
or termes by which men may receaue dif- 
grace,arein number too many, and in na- 
ture too different, to be compriſed in a Litt : 
but this rule neither faileth in the point of 
ſcandall,nor the proofe of ſcorne,that wher= 
inſoeuer reputation is agreeued, though it 
be but in the weight of one graine, it ought 
to be repaired, and as much reſtored,as hath 


beene diminiſhed. 
vV Ee therefore , whom it chiefly con- 


cernes to bruiſe the ſeedes of Quats 

zels in the bud , before they come to beare 
thoſe bitter fruits that are ever gatheredin 
ſtormes, and are contented to yalue mo- 
tives of this nature, rather as they are eſtee- 
med in reſpect of Honour, then as by their 
lawtull weight they are in deed , doe charge 
and command, Firſt, the Lords in Com- 
miſsion , and then the Lords Lieutenants 
and their Deputies in their ſeuerall Pre- 
ctncts, 
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cin&ts , That fo ſoone as they can take no- 
tice of any ſuch reprochtull terme let flip, as 
in ikelihood,withour preuention,may raiſe 
a Quarrell betweene perfons ſenſitive of ins 
1urie, and tender of their good names, they 
commit the partie thus offending, either to 
his owne houſe or chamber,onely m reſpect 
of diſobedience to Our prohubitior leauin 
him beſide to the diſcretion of the Lords 
Commuls1oners, for ſo much as belongs to 
theparties ſatisfactionthat was wounded by 
this diſcourteſte, according to the rules and 
formes, which vpon like occaſions, aſwell 
within Our Kingdome, as in forraine States 
are vſuall, before he be ſct at full tberty. For 
it is true, that this ſmall inſtrument the 
Tongue , 1n the body of aman, beceing kept 
in tune by thewreſt of awe, preuentsmany 
fearefull accidents that are apt to ſpring out 
ofnegleR of diſcipline. 


wv E holde not any man excufable in 
this caſe, that offers to make proote 
of that aſperſion, which he caſtethvpon ane 
other mans reputation in rage : for as the 
G matter 
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matter true or falſe, it cannot be denied, that 
this manner of proceeding leaues a deepe 
impreſsiop , before due proote be made. 
That Sop/iſt was not ſuffterable in the Come 
monwcalth ot Athens,that held it lawfull tor 
an enemie at all tunes, Criminari audatter of 
aliquid hereat ; and reaton prouides reme- 
dies tor thoſe onely that are reaſonable. Ei- 
ther the matter deſeruesnotto be ſpoken of 
at all in any ſort,becaule it is vatrue; or not 
in this ſort, becauſe ic is turbulent. For no- 
thing flies more ſwittly , nothing finkes 
motecdcepely, nothing ſpreads more wides 
ly, then the flaunders that emblemiſh any 
mars good name; and which is worſt of all, 
though confcience and trueth preſſe any 
man thatis religious, to confeſſe an errour 
when the fault is found, yetlyes it notin 
him to purge the ſcandalous impreſsion of 
other mens conceits; Which., betweepe the 
time of errour and acknowledgement, finde 
a large ſpace whereinto multiply. Bur Our 

end1s,to lupprefle theſe motiues to conten- 

tion, which are vrged as1uſtgrounds of the 
pretended libertic... 

| The 
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He firſt foule word, vpon which a quar- 


.S ll is begunne, whuther the anſwere 


leape at thefir{t bound to the lye , or a blow 
bee dealt, and that blow produce a Chal. 
lenge, or choler breake abruptly into Chal. 
lenge atthe very firſt, as it happens often« | 
times, becauſe the property of diftemper is 
to confound all dealings, and put cultome 
out ot courſe,oughtto be puſhed both tor 
It ſelte, and init felfe ab origme. The Saxons 
laid a fine of five ſhillings, as appeares by 
Antiquitie, vpon euery one, that vaciuilly 
miſgreeted his covntreyman. In Spaine, 
v4 hombre diſlinguado, a man that victh ill 
lar.guage, out ot the hbertie or the looſe- 
nefle,according to his ranke,is either whip= 

edin the open ſtreetes, or ſent to the Gale 
lies, or (holding the part of a Gentleman) 
called to the next barre ot publike Iuſtice, to 
the place of conpplaint for this inbUmanitie, 
Beſide, it 1s very worthy obſeruation , rhat 
the king of Spaine doth neuer remit the pes 
naltie ſer downe for ſatisfaction, to the 
wrong that any Gentleman receiues to dif 


honour. Thefirſt reprochtulltearme, quod 
G 2 dat 
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dat eſſe pugne , which giues the very life and 
beeing to a Quarrell, at this day is rai- 
{ed both in Fraunce, and in the Archdukes 
Domiaions, to ſo high a rate, when Origie 
nals come to be examined, as tm compariſon 
of thoſe, Our cenſures are conceiued to be 
but Flea-bitings. Theſe ſharpe waies of 
proceeding, bring toorth one notable effect, 
that rarely in ſeuen yeeresa man ſhall heare 
wn Spaine,of the paſsing ofany ſuch reproch- 
full word or accuſation betweene perſons of 
good fort, that may prouokethem to theſe 
perſonall ceuenges, that are worthily pro- 


hibited. 


Ouching the ſecond branch of oerball 
iniuries compriſed vnder the giuing of 
the Lie,though We are not ignorant, that 
among the Romanes , that are worthily res 
puted rhe pureſt and beſt Interpreters of 
all words that originally are drawne from 
themſclues, theLye was thought to be no 
other, then an carneſt negation of a bold at= 
firmation, as may appeare by that the Se- 
xators themſelues did otten, as their owne 
0 26 : Hilſto. 
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Hiſtories declare, interchange this tearme 
without diſpleaſure, as a word of courſe, 
Though maiice it ſelfe hath beene forced to 
corrupt the very nature of the word, by ma= 
king this mentiri, and contra mentem tre, to 
be one; as ifit were not enough to bee yus 
mannerly,vnlefle he were in like ſort an hy- 
pocrite: Though the Lye it ſelfe admit quae 
lification in ſundry caſes, and vpon very 
pregnant circumſtances, according to the 
gounds of the Duellors rhemſclues, which 
the Lords in Commiſsion doe diſtinguiſh 
properly : Though Snakes may be couched 
in mens bofomes without hazard , if their 
teeth bee firſt plucked out : yet, fince the 
word hath wroughtirſelfe, partly by error, 
and partly by time, into that conceit ofhor- 
ror, which mooues Gentlemen wel borne, 
rather to endure the racke, then the re- 
proch; We likewiſe giuing way to the pow- 
erfull current of preſcription, haue beene 

leaſed in Qur punithments, to ranke this 
with the highett oerball wrongs , expecting 
till time,warned and reformed by meane acs 
cidents, for ſomuch as concernes the pro=- 
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pertic and nature ofthe word it ſelfe, weare 
outthathizh creſt, that 1s raiſed ypon im- 
preſsions of credulitte. 


WH erefore leauing the Lordsin Com- 
7 maſs1on 8c. to the belt yſe of their 
owne diſcreet endeauours , in deuiſtig 
meanes to fatisfie the party that 1s wounded 
by the giuing of the Lye: Our pleaſure is, 
that, to repaire the wrong done to Our 
place and power by this Contempt,who- 
ſoeuer ſtands conuited thereot in the 
preſence of the Commilsioners, the Lords 
Licutenants , or their Deputies , by proote 
ſufficient,be preſently commirred to priſon; 
and that he be not ſuftered rodepart out of 
durance, betore he ſhall acknowledge,both 
an errour in hisiudgement, and a breach in 
ductie, in vpbraiding any man with that 
ynciuill tearme, which Oar tender caution 
hath very ſharpely prohibited. Hee ſhall 
alſo aske forgiueneſle of his faulr,in preſence 
of the Lords &c.and renounce thar intereſt, 
whichmen claime in theſe daies,inrighting 
themfclues by the fury of the Sword, when 

Luſtice, 
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Tuſtice, ercher Marſhal,or Ciuill,or both,pro 
uides witty ſo great tenderneſle for their in- 
dempnitie. The ſcope of Honour ts not to 
retaiae the reputation of auorher perſon in 
our hand , by ſeeking to reconer lawfully 
what is our owne, Iuttice abhorres oddes, 
and Nature her {elte, holding the beameof 
the ballance ſtreight and vpright, as the Phis 
loſophers atfirme , Maxime letatur equalibus. 
This duetie being yeelded to the publique 
Iuſtice of the Kingdome, which aſweli Or- 
dine as PoteState ought to precede all pri- 
uate ends, the Lords may worke hard met- 
tals into ciuill formes at greater eaſe; after 
the fire of correction hath made them pliant 
to the ſtroke of the hammer, the wheeles wil 
be put in order, that were abſolutely out of 
frame; & they that decide thepoinr, weigh- 
ing carefully and preciſely , notby pounds, 
but by graines, the mote of the diſtemper, 
may better vaderſtand with what abate» 
ment or aduantage to repay theprineipall. 


T* Ouching the firſt branch'of actuall of- 
'=* fences by Blowes.with the hand, Stripes 
| : with 
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with a rod , Bruiſes with a cudgell, ſtabbes 
with a Dagger,or hurts with a Rapier, Our 
purpoſe is out of the ſenſe of Honour, to 
extend Our puniſhment as far aboue thoſe 
ordinary degrees , which are now in vſe, as 
the fats themlſelues exceede all humanitie, 
For though the difterences betweene grea- 
ter and leſler occaſions and motiues cannot 
bee denied, and the Cinilians diſtinguiſh by 
their Lawes betweene Blowes that ſmart,or 
ſmart not ; yet ſince that fcorne holdes a 
Gentleman well borne, and ſutably beha- 
ued,worthy the chaſtiſement of a dog, this 
onely reſpe ought to bee preferred to the 
ſmart that is felr by the ſences. 


WV Heretore, though Our purpoſe be, as 
hath bene ſpecitied, to leaue propor- 

tions and degreesof ſatisfaction for wrongs 
to the caution and temper of the Lordes, 
when they come to reconcile the parties vp- 
on conditionsthat are at warre z yet appre- 
hending how great hazard may growe by 
theſe diſgracefull ates to the State it ſelfe, 
ſo often asthey light vpon perſons that are 
powerfull 
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owerfull in their owne Countries,ſtrong in 
partie andalhance, or imployed in charge, 
11 caſe the Quarrell ſpread by raking holde 
ofaftections that are ſutable;calling ro mind 
alſothe combuſtionof many forraine States 
vpon the like occaſions, either negleRed or 
countenanced, Wereſolue in this oftence by 
blows,as inthe other comming vpon words, 
to puniſh the breach of Order before 
wrongs to reputation , which is to ſecke a 
lawtull and juſt remedy , when Contempts 
haue bene duely conſidered,and cenſured, 


Ve pleaſure therefore is, that all of- 

tenders in this kinde , that ſhall be cons 
uicted orderly betorethe Lordes, the Lieu- 
tenants, &c. either by the ſtrength of Wit- 
neſles, or by their owne confeſsion,of {tris 
king haſtily for any other cauſe , then their 
owne detence vpon aflault, ſhall inſtantly, 
and before the Lords take any courſe for 
reconcilement of them, bee commutted to 
priſon; tothe ende, tharduring this time of 
breathing and reſpiring , they may learne, 


that Princes remirnot aCtions of preſump- 
tion 


tionand contempt at the will of their Sub- 
ies, that are oftentimes as'eafily appea- 
ſed, as they wereatthe firſt cauſcleſly kin» 
dled. | 


T T mooues Vs little, that fo many as are 
raſh and violent in the proſecution of re- 
uenge, would holde the time ro bee tedious 
and long,tor ſo ſlighta tault asthis isrecko- 
ned and eſteemed among them. For it is 
proper to Delinquentsinall kindes,to come 
laine of Iuſtice, and exclaime, like Hercules 
1n fury,againſt the heauineſſe ofa correcting 
hand: but our ſcope being rather to'pre- 
ſeruelife then pleaſe conceit,andto ſupprelie 
outrage, that ſers the ſharpeſt edge ypon 
the firſt aduantage, Wereſolue both totax 
and to touch accordingly. | | 


'©G pleaſure likewiſe is,that, in caſe the 

partie thus prouoking and offending, 
neuer were of the Commitls1on of the Peace, 
before the fat committed, he be perempto- 
rily diſabled from being put in tor the ſpace 
of ſeuen yeeres next enſuing, vpon notice, 


both 
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both of the conuiction, and the Kings im. | 
plicite pleaſure, delivered by the Lordes 
once for all , to the Lord Chancellowy tor 
the time being: but if atthetime of the 
Contempt hee were of the Peace, ypon like 
notice from the Lords,let him be remooued 


and put out inſtantly. 


Vrthermore,all perſons thus committed 

and diſgraced , un the.ende of their re- 
ſtraint ſhallnot beſet tree, betorethey haue 
acknowledged their offenceat the Council 
Board, for breaking the Kings ordinance, 
notwithſtanding, any colour of regarding 
their owne credite more then life, that cu 
{tome or conſtruction can pretend for their 
indempnitie. For firſt they ſinke thoſe, 
whom by no lawtull right they can com- 
maund : They brande a Gentleman in the 
forehead with a marke of ſhame, that can- 
not be ealily repayred,asa wordthart paſleth 
withthe wind: They prouoke anger aboue 
patience: Theyſtoppe the courſe of common 
luſtice, that deales equally with all : They 


take theSword out of Our hand;They fore-. 
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ſtall by outragethe viual and lawfull meanc 
for recoucry. 


THis Striker ſhall condemne vnder his 
owne hand, betore hee bee ſuftered to 
depart our of reſtraint, that faucie Paradox, 
which gies liberty to Gentlemen with their 
owne Swordes to reuenge wrongs done to. 

themſelues. Hee ſhall turther promiſe ſo- 
lemnly betore the Lords, neuer to oftend 
yponthe like occafion, 1 the like contempt. 
Hee ſhall be bound to the good Behauiour 
during the ſpace of the next fixe Moneths 
that enſue, and during the ſame terme like 
wiſe abſtaine from Our Court, and from all 
places where the Queene our deareſt Spoule,, 
and the Prince Our deareſt Sonne ſhal hap- 
n torelide. For it 15 true that Palaces of 
this qualitie,fhould rather ſerue tor ſo many 
SanEnuaries to diltreſled Subiedts rhat en- 
dure wrong, then receptacles or retraits for 
perſons of vnftayed iudgement,that offer it; 
Laſt of all, Wee leauethe perſon that was 
hurt or ftricken, to the benefit of his action. 
of Battery. at the Common Lawe, with a. 
| ona 
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meaning, that Our Cehſures be reputed ra-+ 
ther cumulative, then prinatine, of any laws 
tull belpe that Iuſtice yecldes, vnlefle the 
Loxdes: can deuile by their diſcretion at the. 
cleanſing of the wound , to purge all mo- 
tives that may cauſe it by ſucceeding acct 
dents, (that rancle and rehew)to breake out 


againe. 


Oreouer, though it be true , that the 
trip ofa toote, the thruſt of an elbow, 
the making with the mouth orhandan vn- 
ciuill ſigne, doe nenther bruiſe the bone, nor 
mayme the parts; yet, fincethe malice , the 
diſgrace,.and ſcornein theſe things doe ſo 
farre exceede, the fact it ſelfe (expreſving 
the baſe reckoning , which they that offer 
theſe contempts, make of the perſon vpon 
which they braue them,) is tobe'taxed and 
corrected by the Eords, vpon like tearmes,. 
& with like ſeueritie: preſuming, that when 
they,that are moſt aptto inveigh-againſt all. 
kinds. of correction that {tay paſsion,, tear= 
ming bold offences petty treipalles, to this 
end onely, thatthey may keepe eucrintheir- 
owne hand a diſpenſarion-to deale blowes. 
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at, their ownepleaſura, wichoutany checke: 


ds they liſt : ſhall nd the lame proportt- 


ons and courſes of proceeding to bee putin 


practiſe at thisday1n fortaine Courts , they 


will confeſle, that neither our directions can 
be oppoſed without contempr,nor their po- 
ſitions graynted without Anarchie. . 


'Hus hauing laboured and endeauored 


with all induſtry and prouidence to pre- 


uent the bloodie execution of endlefſe mal-- 


lice the field, by giving timely fatiſtaction 
tothe motiuesand occaſions,by reproachtul 
words , by the groſle termeofthe Lie it ſelfe 
(asin our dates it is in vic) by blowes,ſtripes, 
ſtabbes, hurts , bruiſes , libels, diſgracefull 
ſignes, &c. which commonly producethe 
oreateſt quarrelles of the time; ſo asfrom 


henceforth , neither Our part tor diſcou- 


ragement , nor that which appertaineth to 


the diligence & ynderſtanding of the Lords 


for reconcilement, can beewanting for an. 


end of quarrels, as they happen to breake 
foorth: Itnow remaines, that we proceede 


withlike caution andtendernes, to the ſups 


preſsion 
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- _ ofaltbl6odie <halleries ;toinge 


ights intothe field ; thefacall centre, vpon 
which the lines of paſsion and leuitie , with- 
outdue circumſpection and care doe light. 
For thus we ſhall be better armed, and Pre= 
ared to make anſwere,inthe dreadfullda 


at the higheſt barre, and before the higheſt 


Tudge, Ybineminemroel Craffi accuſubit inute 
 dia,vel Antony defendet eloquentia. 


FF Ow abſurde a Paradox itis, to ſuffer 
Subieds; that are borne to theit Prince 


and countrey more then to themſelues,and 
hauenorig 


ghr of intereſt to diſpoſe fo much 


-asof their owne liges, which1s kffethen to 
call yp'theit fellowes'to- rhe {word without 


leaue,to make their own ele&tions thus ab- 
{olvte within the Spheare oflimited'and con- 
tined ſcopes ; the Philoſophers thiemfclues 
haue beſt expreſſed in the figure of aCampe, 
which Pari in paremimperiamnon dat which 


ginesto nomananyrght'st intereſt abouc 
thoſe thatareequall tithefamedegree;nor 
ſomuch freedome as to ſhift a ſtanding, 


orto conteſt with"air Oppoſite. 
The 
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| 'T Hegrounds alwell of Naturall, as of Le- 
_ ® gall Luſtice, are foundeuer ro be equally 
and vniformly ypon this certatne point, that 
ſatiſtationbe lutable in weightandmeaſure 
ro the wrong , whereof the partie grieued, 
finds 1ſt caule and reaſon to complaine;bur 
if wee ſeethatthis proportion cannorpolsw 
'bly be kept, where ſwordscurourfarſtaftion 
by rage, &notby'rule; itfollowes thattheſe 
Challenges agree neither wich the Iuſtice 
which the Lawes of Nature,nor Lawes poſi- 
tive preſcribe; and therefore it were good to 
marke what compaſle carries them. For tan- 
taſic encouraged by palsion , and ſwayed 
by precipitation , cannot be properly com- 
pared with the Signe of Libra- in the Zoe 
diacke, which, as the Skarfe and Cincureof 
the world,diuides not, as rhe other doth, by 


4 \ - a” s 


Degreesequally,' 


Feuers, they that profeſle Phiſicke, hold 
it ſometimes neceſſary for the cooling and 
clearing of the blood , to open the Liuer 
vaine,euen dd animi deliquiumto the fainting 

: of 


I T is true that in peſtiſent and contagious 
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of the Sprrits, as they may doe without dati- 
ger or oftence , ſo long as they may ſtopthe 
current when they will, Butthe caſe is har- 
der wherethe blood iſſues by the piute, nor 
by the ounce,and more often, Doxec effluat 
quam deficiat anima . Nero made ſucha de- 
{perate experiment vpon learned Seneca his 
owne faithfull and warthy Schoolemafter. 
But it is certaine now, that beſide the ſari(fa- 
&ion which our only Sautour yeelded by the 
price ineſtimable of His owneBlood tor His 
Fathers wrath , beſide a ſecond kinde of (a- 
tisfaction which the Law takes to the Iu- 
ſice of it ſelfe,, by which the Subiectliues, 
and the ſatisfaction whichthe ficke Patient 
deſires in hotdiſeaſes for abatement of di- 
ſtemper, Iuſtice treatethof no other reme- 
die nor kinde, neither can any man that 
takes bloud by any other courſe, endehis 
life,as Balam wiſhed, Morteiuflorum , or de- 


uiſe, Ye fint nouiſoma illins borum fimilia-. 


Whertore lince itis certain, thatSanguss cla- 


mat, bloud cryes, letall thofe.; that defire 1o 


feruently the keeping of this vent open by 
the pearcing of a yaine, aſlure themſclues, 
WT | I thay 


(_ 
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that cicher in their owne time their owne 
perſons,or 1n ſucceding tunes their offpring, 
orin that time which 1s beyond that which 
the Greeks call Paulo poſtfuturum, ( without 
acordiall 8 true repentance)(hall pay for it, 


T He Duellors apprehending out of Wit, 

rogether with the feare ( wherein they 
live) ot eternall Wrath for killing men in 
ſuch a manner, as Gods holy Lawes ab- 
horre, and yet aduiſing all men, thatare 
once engaged ina quarrel, to giue ouer be- 
fore they drawe bloud, trauerſe the maine 
point, by aduiſing all Gentlemen that meet 
with the enemie by appointment in the 
field, by drawing of their (words, to fall 
downe humbly vpon their knees , and pros 
teſt earneſtly to God , that deſire to detend 
Honor,ratherthen ro kil, hath drawne them 
to this deſperate extremitie, which would 
make FHeraclitus laugh , that never laughed 
in his lite betore, in caſe he were an eye.wit- 
neſle of the ſucceſle that tollowes. For ſup- 
poſing that a man out of awe and teare of 


wdgement , at the fult ſhould fight fo wa- 
| | ly, 
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rily, as the Fs. by might 1 imagine a 
defirerather to hurt lightly thea to |. ll, ſee- 
king to recetue cleare ſatistaction by weight 
and meaſure, tor the vrong which herecei- 
ued, and no more : but as the fight goes 
forward, malice encreating by the preſſure 
of revenge, nature moouing all men be-- 
tweene two deſperate extremes, to ſpeede 
another, rather then to be ſped by another : 
and no meane courſe comnung into choice 
betweenedefire of killing, and prouifionall 
regard not to bee killed ; thirlt of revenge 
drinkes vp the former vow of abſtinence, 
(haritas ordinaria 4 ſeipſa mcipit , aud the 
curſe of Tomyris is commonlyrhe ſcope of 
deſires and endeauourson both ſides , ot ſe 


Jagere pos 


He point which beak vol! abard.i is 

a flar impoſſibilitie for him that aduen- 
tures Soule and Body, to atchicue his owne 
end by this ate. For hovyſoeueritbe daily 
ſeene, that vpon a queſtion of fate, one 
Gentleman that 1s accuſed of amerveth,calls 
another into the field of ſet purpole tocleare 
I z the 
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thecharge, yet no touch canbee morede- 
 ceitfull in this triall then the Sword, lince he 
that is moſt cleare doeth often periſh. For 
G 0D, Whoſe Iudgements , actions and 

urpoſes are inſcrutable , will not bee tied 
like mortall men to RR meanes: and 
this age ought to follow Reaſons, without 
reſpe& to Miracles. Go D may , when it 
ſhall ſeeme good to his Heauenly wiſdome 
in defence of Trueth, ſupport weake Dauid 
againſt Phililim , but hereof neither rule 
nor certainty can be ſet down. For by ordis 
narie experience it happens , that theſlron- 

eſt lummes,the cleaneſt breath, the greateſt 
Skill, the fatteſt'imeanes, are inftruments of 
Vidorie , howlſocuer the true Rate ofthe 
cauſe inqueſtion be right or wrong:becauſe 
it holds not Ratione cauſe & effefti, with 
thoſe effeds that follow. 


Herefore, leauing to the Lords in 
| Commiſſion all fatisfactions for 
braueries in preſſing Challenges, for ſomuch 
as eoncernes the reconciling and compoun- 
divg part, according to the meaſure that 
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hath bene keptin other thipgs before , ac« 
cording to the reaſons and proportions of 
their owne Rules, Our purpoſe is to pros 
ceedorderly with the deterring and corree 
&ing part , which properly belongeth ro 
Our Regall prouidence_Þ, lcauing the Lords 
as before, to the belt vie thatmay be made 
by their diſcretions and obſeruations , ac- 
cording to the matter, after circumſtances 
haue bene throughly examined and ripped 
vpby degrees, till the ſending or pertor- 
ming of the Challenge it ſclfe , which ighly 
wrongs both the Common Iuſtice of the 
State and Vs. For by the Rule of 6 ov s 
eternall Law , ſausfacion to private quar- 
rels and exceptions , comes after puniſh- 


melt. 


| 2h02 triall ofthe maine point,after Gentle- 

men haue agreed to trie the Quarrell by 
their Swords in the Field, it is conſiderable 
vvherher both of them be ſlaine or neither, 
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obſeruedby the Lords, and theirDeputies; 
Touching the partie ſlaine after (hallenge 
in cold blood by ſingle Fight , in deſpite of 
Our decree, or in caſe the match conlliit of 
many , touching all thoſe that are flame, 
Our pactis onely to leaue them to the Tu- 
ſtice or Mercie ot their Eternall Tudge ; who 
knowing belt the ſecrecs of mens thoughts, 
the dipeations of their mindes, and the 
qualitie of their repemances , whether they 
were cordiall out of the roote of Loue, or 
ſeruile out of the ground of Feare , accor- 
ding to the depth of his Dinine VWijedome, 
can beſt diſtnguſh of the diverſe, 

Though it be true, that G © Þ s Mercies ſur- 
mount all his Workes, yetit 1s as true, that 
IJ» quo ſtatu quiſque moritur , tn eodem indicas 
bitur , and likewiſe one may aſwell preſume 
too much ,asfteare too much, according to 
the meaſure of their owne afteQions, and 
the Iudgement which they make without 
a warrant. This onely We command, That 
valeſle ſutficient proofe bee made by wit- 
neſles, in the behalte of thoſe that in the 
Quarrell happen to beſlaine , firſt for their 


true 
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true contrition in reſpect of their offence to 
G 0», and then of their Religious Charitie 
in forgiuing him thatdid the deed, they be 
interred in no Church , Chappell , nor 
Churchyard. For to ſpeake tructh , What 
reaſon haththe Spouſe of (hriſt, to receiue 
into her boſome thoie vakinde ſonnes after 
they are dead, that in this life {corned her 
direQtions, Et pugnanerunt contra illam, and 
fought againit Her, as ſhe cowplaineth out 
ofthe vecy griefe and vexation ot vakind- 
neſle in the Canticles. | 


He partie that kils, if he eſcape with life 

out of the Field, ſhall be brought by a 
coute of Ocdinatie proceeding , Without 
diſpenſa'ion or conniuencie to the Com. . 
mou Barre tor triall of the Fa&, and tor a 
greater diſcouragement of al[men thatpre- 
terre their paſsions to Ciuil dueties. We do 
likewiſe proteſt and promiſe vpon the word 
of a King, That we wil never by theſtrength 
and vertue of Our Royal prerogatine,graunt 
toany ſuch offender,any pardon for his lite, 


or any Leaſe for life , nor any other kind of 
grace 
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grace or fatour, thatmay put aduenturers 
intothe leaſt hope of life, breaking all bonds 
of Iuſtice and Ciuil conuerſation thus wil- 
fully. Forhowſoeuer ſome out of their paſ- 
fion and pride, will not confeſle that kind of 
flaughterto bee wiltull murther,that is con 
mitted afterthe (hallenge hath bene ſent in 
cold blood , without either treacherous ads 
vantage,orindiredtproceeding in the Field; 
Yet all Lawes both Diwuine and Humane 
reſolue otherwiſe,ſo often as life is deſtroied, 
both in that maner , and by ſuch a miniſter 
as cannot bee iuſtified. The right which 
Fuſtice affoords to men thar being hardly 
and extremely prefled , oftentimes kill o« 
thers in their owne defence ,*auailes not 
Challengers that ſeeke quarrels out of a kind 
of laſtineſſe. For a&s done in this maner, 
differ nolefſe in condition and kinde from 
others,which inſtant danger, and defire ra- 
ther to repell then to ofter wrong extorts, 
| then conlideration from paſſion , choile 
from conſtraint, and necelfitic from teme- 
rxle. 


The 
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He late French King, finding the names 

of many thouſands of his Subie&s ina 
bloody Liſt, that had bene ſlaine fince the 
ou of Yeruine_Lin ſingle fight after theſe 
rauing Challenges, acknowledged his owne 
facilitiein granting pardons for theſe mur- 
thers, to haue bene agreat cauſe of encou- 
raging animoſitic , with hope of impunite. 
For what crime dare not men in paſſion at= 
tempt oc vadertake , while Iuſtice fleepes, 
and Princes vvincke : And hereupon that 
ſharpe Edi was publiſhed,chatputa great 
deale of waterinto their wine, and by ſeue- 
ritie ſuppreſſed rage. Forto forbeare a no- 
cent is an effe&t of as great iniuſtice, as to pus 
niſhan innocent, The life of himthart kils, 
by Gops owne Law mult ſuffer. Princes 


| oughtnot tobleſle thoſe whom Gop doth 


curſe. Iuſtice ſetteth ſnares for the feete of 
men thatare ſwitt in ſhedding blood , and 

ietic hath well obſerued, That thoſe Kings 
= ſe]Jdome bene brought dry to thai 
youes , that in ſparing wilfull murthers, 


14Uve affeted robe counted mercifull. For 
K this 


= 
this is that crudelitas parcens which ib Rehs 
S1OUS CON ſcience caa 1uttifie, 


T Hoſe ſeruantsof Ours,that by the right 
of their places offer Pardons oftentimes 
vnder the pretext of May: ſlaughter to be figs 
ned by Our hand , can beit witneſſe with 
what curioſitie and tenderneſſe of conſcie 
ence Wee ſecke to be enformed of the true 
ſtate of the caule, for feare leſt nwrther 
might be masked vnder cunning V alles :be- 
cauſe outrage 1s ſometimes elteemed forti. 
rude,and Philoſophers obſerue rightly ,Vicina 
efs: itias irtutibus, They know vvith 
what miltruſt and icalouſie We draw backe 
Our hand, before Our conſcience bee certi- 
fied by the report of thoſe Iuſtices before 
whom the maine cauſe was tried. They are 
likewiſe acquainted vvith Our exceptions 
to Pardons of all ſorts of Offenders; recom- 
mended by Certificats and hands , before 
the delizquent haue receiued Triall by the 
ordinarie courſe of Law. For ſuch is the 
boldneſle ofmany ſhifters in theſe dayes, as 
toredeeme the lifeof an Allie, a friend or 
ſeruant 


fr 
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ſecuantindeſpite of Iuſtice, pictie and con- 
ſcience, they ſticke not to aduenture Soules 
and reputations, as We haue reaſon to feare 
vpon all ſuch occaſions, leſt Our good mea- 
ning bee abuſed 1n the right {cope of Our 
clemencie, 


B Y two meanes onely it is poſſible for a 

Gentleman, that hath ſlaine his enemie 
by fighthand to handin theField, to eſcape 
the fatall Sentence of death inflited by the 
Juſtice ofthe Law : Thatis , either by Our 
Royal Pardon, or by the practiſe of his owne 
friends and Allies, in corrupting the pure 
fountaives of Iuftice it felfe in their heads 
and originals by their ſlietricks and inters 
medlings. Wheretore as to the firſt, Wee 
haue proteſted, what by Gop s grace Wee 
will faithfully and vnchapgeably performe, 
lcauing all delinquents in this ligh Degree, 


tothe {tric letter of the Law, with this ad- 


iunct, That whoſocuer (ues forany ſuch, 
ſhall caſte of Our diſpleaſure, as the qualitic 


.of the preſumption deſerues; ſo doe Wee 
likewiſe charge al thoſe of Qur Priuy Coun- 


2 cell, 
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cell,of Our Nobilitie, all attendants on Our 
Royal Perſon by Offices in Ordinary,or 0- 
therwiſe ; and all other Subie&s of whatſo. 
euer qualitie or rancke , to abſtaine from 
preſſing Vs for the Pardons of ſuch high 
Delinquents, as Gops Law draggeth from 
the very Hornes of the Altarto the place of 
execution , «without diſtinguiſhing the 
points that touch reputation, from other 
 Mmotiues of Offences that breed enmitie. 


T! ſtandeth Vs in hand,with ſpeedie expe- 

dition and reſolution to make vp this 
breach of tuſtice, which hath beene long a 
very perillous In-let to the loſle of many 
gallant Gentlemen , whoſe lives in aQtions 
(more worthie of their hazard would haue 
beene of greatervſe tothe Commonwealth: 
Since it is cleare, that many haue aduentu- 
red too farreypon fecret confidence in the 
credite of ſome perſons deepely intereſſed 
in Our gracious conceit, making therein 
Our clemencie, to be rather a receptacle for 
malefactours, then a ſcourge of inhumani- 
tie. But theſe arenot the bladders that can 
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make men ſwimme that hauc heauie heads. 
For they will find from this time forward, 
that their aymes will erre , their hopes 
wil quaile, thoſe which they accomptto bee 
their ſureſt Anchors will come ſhort home; 
and that for thoſe, that ſhall bee found to 
haue offended in this kind after fortie daies, 
beginning from the publication of Our 
pleaſure, tanguam oluntarie peccantibus ho- 
ſlianon erit reliqua. Vpon this reſolution, 
Wee haue hereby engaged Our word, 
which isthe word ofa King, conftant both 
to His Honour and His promiſe; holding 
ir more honourable , more iſt; and fafe, 
both for the-Soueratgne and Subie, to 
brand offendours in the forehead with the 
Character of implacable indignation , 
whom neither religion towards God, nor 
obedience to Lawes and Magiſtrates, can 
bound within the limits of humanity , lea« 
ting the blood of offendors on their owne 
heades, then by default or negligence to 
draw the wrath of God ypon Vs and Our 
Poſteritie: becauſe the iuſtice of God will be. 
fatisfed. 
= K 3 Thus 
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Haus bauing pur- all perſons, thatpre- 
* ſume too farre vpon caulleſle clemency, 
from their ſurelt hold; Our next care mult 
be to prouide, that practiſe inthe Counyes, 
by. the ſleights and trickes of inſtruments 
ſuborned by thefriends andallies of rhe des 
linquent, drawen into danger of the Lawe 
by his owne bloody fact, worke not the 
wiſhed effe&t in cloſe couerts, before the 
cauſe come to bee tried arderly. For were 
not theſe inuentions cut off by the caretull 
watch We reſolue to ſet vpon combinati» 
ons and conſpiracies, a great let andimpedis 
ment would ariſe, to the diſturbance of that 
iuſt and lawful courſe, that agrees beſt both 
with Our end, and Our Honour. 


T tals outin experience, that ſo often as 
a Gentleman that 1s well allied, or any 
xerſon of ameanerancke and qualitig well 
fauoured, doth kill a, man 4n ſingle fight (as 
they callit)Faixely., becaulc jt is done wuh- 
out treacherig, and afrer a Challenge ſent 
adwſedly, andin cold blood;ſgme kinſman, 
neere allie, or wel-aftected friend to the pare 
= = tie, 
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tic, that isafrer tobee brought in queſtion 
forthefa&tirſelfe, vpon the firſt notice of 
the manner, beeing powerfull in the Coun. 
tie, procutesa ſpeedie meeting of certaine 
Gentlemen, his ownefriends and allies, and- 
ſuch ſomerimes as are alſo m Commiſsion 
of the peace , in ſomeplace adiacent ; Heres 
upon, an enditemenrt- of maneflaughrer #n 


ſe defendendo muſt be drawen, and hkewiſe 


tound by the filly Coroners inqueſt, of pure 
poſe to ſupprefle all bruites of murder , that 
are caried ouer all the Kingdome vpon rhe 
wings of the wind, before the caſe be right- 
ly vaderſtood, the witneſſes examined, the 
reafonscuenly perzed,or the friends and al- 
les of the partie ſfaine brought foorth , and 
heard for the {tronger euidence, 


I F then a Pardon may be compaſſed vpob 
this overture, by the colour of the Coros 
nersinqueſt, before any further inquiſition 
be made, together with a faire Certificate 
vnder the hands of ſome Gentlemen, or Iu- 
ſtices of the peace , that the partic had bene 
eucrholden and reputed ofa yery good bee 
| hauiour, 
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hauiour before this accident, that heſtands - 


deepely grieued with his owne misfortune, 
anddid rather ſecke to ſhunne the Quarrel, 
then prouoke his enemie, ſo farre as with 
hisreputation he might.: the purſuite-is at 
anend, and hee that. ſped thus luckily by 
ſtrong aſsiſtance in the firſt attempt,in hope 
to ſpeed as wel by like afsiſtance in the next, 
will aduenture with greater confidence. For 
either Princes, . that for-want of an Vbi- 
quitie, ſee by theeyes , and'oblerue by the 
iudgements of miniſters ſubordinate , muſt 
ſuſpect thoſe, whom in abſence they pur in 
truſt, or ſometimes drawen by wrongtull in- 
formations, cleare thoſe that deſerue ta bee 
condemned , and condemae others , that 
deſerue to be iuſtified. =: 


B 


the Grand Aſsizgs, that the time of open 
triall come beforethe Pardon can finde op- 
portunitie to paſſe , yet mult the Certificat 
ſeruefora leading Motive to'the Grand Inry, 
with many other ſecret motives, touchin 
the Delinquents ſober diſpoſition, as hath 


beene 


Ve if it happen by the neereapproch of - 
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bene ſpecified before, and the haſtineſle of 
the detun& imprefiing and prouoking that 
occaſion that bred the Tragedie. Some 
Preſidents of Pardons granted vpon like 
occaſions are keptin ſtore, to draw the 1u; 
rors diſpoſitions & afteions to fauour life : 
Friends, Allies, Tenants,& al forts of Inſtru- 
mets are hudled together at the very pinch, 
to ſpare the man: ſoas in concluſion, that 
which theLawes of the Kingdome hold to 
bee wilfull Murder , mult paſle for Man. 
ſlaughter: The Murderer muſtbe reputed 
the moſt honeſt man : Matters are concea- 
ued, as offtendours are fauoured : Fooliſh 
Pitie weighes downepious Charitie: Great- 
neſie is made a maske for Guiltineſſe , and 
they that darenot take holde of Hornets, 
catch Butterflies : The diſcharge of one of- 
fendor,is the Warrant of one hundred raſh 
aduenturers. If God be potent, where is his 
Honour? If Princes lawtyll, where is their 
regiment? If Subiects ſeruiceable, where 1s 
their obedience? if Lawes indifterent, where 
is their execution? The leaſt gratuitie con- 
ueyed in a good houre into the cloſe fiſt of 

L an 
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an Yuderſheriffe, ſtrikes the bargaine dead : 
And We haue hkewiſe heard, thar ſome 
Tadges in times paſt, not out of baſe corrup- 
tion,butin feare to be reputed as ſharpe and 
rigorous in point ot life, haue bene content 
at ſome time,for the ſparing of an oftendor 
at the Barre, tomake vicot ſome of theſe 
excuſes, whichat another time they would 
haue deemed to be,as in deed they are,both 
deluſorie,and impertinent. 


Ince then Our louing Subiects appre- 
hend,how hard it was tor Vs at Our firſt 
comming to the Crowne, to deſcric theſe 
errours by Our owne eyes without light; 
and how hard it would bee at this inſtant, 
without ten yeresexperience, to make them 
plaine; they cannot wonder, that the paſsi- 
ons and practiſes of mer, blinded with their 
owne inordinate deſires, haue ſometimes 
found wayes topalle without either checke 
to diſcountenance , or correction to terrifie. 
But time that ripens ſecret ſores to inciſion, 
hauing brought this courſe of working and 
combining to diſcouery,awakes our beſt en= 
deuours 


by 
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| deuours to reforme,and affords to Our iuſt, 


grauc, and learned Iudges,an aduantage for 
the bringing of all oftendors in this kinde 
more roundly totheir anſwere, by ſtopping 
vp in timethoſle ſecret holes and FEatths that 
were wont to couer them. 


Or helpe herein, Wee charge and com- 
maund ſomany of Our louing Subiects, 
asareintereſled inthe truſt and care of con- 
ſeruing Peace, that in all Counties, Corpo- 
rations, and Liberties, whereinany murder 
happens vpona Challenge ſent to Fight in 
the Fielde hand to hand , orby match and 
partie, as it ſhall fall out; they ſecke foorth« 
with toenforme themſclues as carefully and 
preciſely as they can deuile, of all deuiſes, 
trickes, ſubornations,pratiſes,and ſhifts, as 
aredaily put in practie for ſauing the lives 
of perſons that play cunningly vpon the 
acke: adding hereunto for their better vn« 
derſtanding, all ſuchleading motives, and 
importing circumſtances, as may make the 
rizht ſtate of rhe cauſe it ſelfe to bee more 


euident, For by this courſe, a cleare ſepara» 
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tion will bee made betweene the ſcope of 
Luſtice,and the drift of deuiſe: Proceeding 
will be better guided in the proofe of Sit 
ole Combates, then before: Subieds will 
prepare themſclues, betore the comming of 
the Iudges in their Circuits,to truſt lefle vp- 
on Protection, and more vpon Innocencie: 
And We, that reſolue certainely trom this 
time forward, vpon no recommendation or 
ſuite, to ſigne any Pardons before Legall tris 
als paſſe,ſhall find tuſt cauſe,cither worthily 
to commend, or ſeucrely to punith the core 
ruptions of inferiour Miniſters, to whom 
ſeruices ſubordinate in the preſcruation of 
Peace doe properly belong,when the world 
ſhall both diſcerne and confeſle, that Nibil 
tam occultum,quod non rewelabitur. 


O ſet the clocke more roundly forward, 
and vpon certaine wheeles, Vee doe 
further command all Our Iuſtices of 4ſsize, 
which like taithtull Watchmen , and truſtie 
Stewards, take taccount of all actions that 
(concerning the right execution of Tuſtice ) 
haue paſledin theirabſence in thole parts, 
| that 
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that attheir comming down they faile not, 
as they wall anpſwere to God tor their conſci= 
ence, to Vs for their dueties, and to the 
world for their reputations, to examine all 
grounds of Enditements with a ſingle eye, 
and to keepe one eare alwayes open, withe 
out regard of perſons or of qualities, to the 
complaints and iuſt exceptions of as many 
of ourlouing Subiedts, as ſhall tender their 
agrieuances ypon the ground of this crying 
{inne, out of the griefe and anguith of their 
ſoules. Moreouer; that they torget not-in 
thoſe Charges which they giue vpon'the 
Bench , to ſtirre vp the beſt endeauours of 
Our louig Subiccts in Our name, and ex- 
preſly trom Our owne mouth, to enforme 
ductitully , as becomes them, and withour 
feare, as they ſhall haue cauſe, againſt all 
Quarrellers thatinfringe the Peace: Againe, 
that calling earneſtly tor the tull Euidence,, 
they ſee the ſame preſled home to the full 
point, without ſuppreſsing, colouring , or 
blanching the whole,or any part: That they 
ſer ſecret Spies ypon Embraceors,and ply the 
Coronersſo narrowly in their ſhe conniuen- 
. _— ces, 
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ces, 35 vpon iuſt cauſe they may bee ifred, 
andypon detection notoriouſly and exem- 
plarily puniſhed. For malice _— by 
theſe euident effects, that ſhe is hadin chaſe, 
will eaſily conclude, how vnpolsible it will 
bee from hencefoorth,either to ſhrowd, or 
countenance her ſelfe vader the protection 
of Potencie. 


VV Eedoe further expect, that the ſaid 
[uſtices in their publike charges vp- 
onthe Bench, ſhall impreſle in the Subiects 
minds, a fearetull horrour of G o Þ 5s 1dge- 
ments, that light heauily vpon all men, 
whoſe hands are ready , and their feet ſwift 
in ſhedding blood vpon ſuch particular and 
lightly grounded Quarrels, as the courſe of 
ordinary Iuſticz would compound, in cafe 
that way were taken, without any ſtripe, 
hurt, or maime ; andrherewithall acquaint 
the Kingdome with Our vachangeable re- 
ſolution , neither to pardon the life of any 
man that kils ypon challenge into the field, 
whoſoeuer intercede ;nor countenance, or 
grace any mangthough he doe but meet an- 

other 
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other with a drawne ſword in the field vp- 


on agreement , though he doenot kill; and 
how grieuouſly Wee cenſure thoſe vveake 


minds, that rather our of follie, then huma- 


nitie, are apt to pitic, where Law doth pu- 
niſh. For as Wee purpoſe not to adde any 
thing to the ſharpenes of that puniſhment 
which 15 now 1n vie : So doe Vee likewiſe 
reſolue, foto ballanceour courſe of procee- 
ding, as no graine be ſcanted or abated of 
the rigour which is due, hauing ever in our 
eye,the true ſcope of Iuſtice, that ſets life at 
the ſame price,which the Lawes of the king» 


dome doe puc onit.. 


He Iarors mult be animated-and fortifi- 

edagainſt the proude lookes, and heas 
uic threats of powerful perſons, which beare 
themſclues aboue their equalles with the 
bladders of ambition, and holde ita greater 
Honour in the prote&tion of a deare triend, 
a ſeruantor allie, to croſle the courſe of Iu- 
ſtice, in the places of their owne abode,then 
to command a Corporation : All free-hols 


ders muſt bee likewiſe charged 1p all nuatrers 
= 2 that 
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that touch life , torelye rather vpon the Iu- 


ſtice ofthe Kingdome, then the Combinati- 


ons of friends; beleeuing confidently , that 
none of theſe crolle courſes ſhall be further 
warranted and approued in Our wudgment, 
then they ground themlclues vpon legalty. 


F Iuries may bee kept in awe by counſel! 
and aduiſc, the labour may be thought to 
haue becne luckily vndergone , that brings 
toorth ſo peaceable and moderate effects: it 
not, yetbecauleit auaileth little roward the 
reformation of any ſcandalous corruption, 
to publiſh orders tor amendement, where 
no penalties are preſcribed againſt con- 
tempt; Wee held it requiſite to charge Out 
Iaſtices of Aſie in a high degree, and as 
they will anſwere at thelatter day, that ſo 
often as they diſcouerany plot of embrace- 
rie, forthe preſeruation of thoſe lives after 
ſlaughter, which by lIuſtice deſerue to bee 
loſt, they willproceededire&tly,without cas 
ſting any eye of preiudice or partiall affe- 
Gon to either ſide, and bind the Turors thus 
oftending to appearance in theStarre-cham- 
ber, 
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ber,where they ſhall finde iuſt Indges readie 
both to reproue for inſtruction, and to cha. 
ſtice tor example, whatſocuer hath bene de- 
uiſed or done diſorderly. | 


Hus farre Our care hath beene exten- 

ded, ro the preuention of all plots,that 
men wel triended,aud allied in all the Coun- 
tics ofthe Kingdome, may {et in hand by 
ſtirring inſtruments, to preſerue the liues of 
bloody offenders, of whole crimesrhe lawes 
themſelues are ready to take fure hold. For 
certainely the greater part would ſhrinke at 
the fight of the ciuill {word,and be wary and 
well aduiſed, before aduenturing to drawe 
their owne againſt ſuch perſons , as the Iu- 
ſtice of the Kingdome values for their 
worth, if they were not confident in theſe 
lie trici:es,which are kept in ſtore for a ſure 
liftin a caſe of extremitie. | 


Vr if it happen that both parties, after 
meeting vpon Challenge in cold blood, 
returnealiue our of the field , chough genes 
rallie we may obſerve, that nenherthe prin- 
| | M cipals 
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cipals themſelues, that went of purpoſe, 
to make good their agreement, nor the Se- 
conds thatin a ſoit aſsiſt are puniſhed b 

any ordinary courſe ( whach ſlackeneſle ras 
ther mulciplies ofter»ders,then curs oft offen- 
ces) yer Our purpole is without regarde of 
ifJues or euents, to puniſh very ſharpely and 
ſcuerely the preſumption it ſelfe, in ſecking 
either by the ſending,or accepting ofaChal- 
lenge,to reuenge that out of paſsion, which 
Tuſtice would examine and corre&t, with 
greater indifterencie. For thus We ſhall dif 
courage them from taking holde of Bul- 
ruſhesin deepe pooles , When the ſtrength 
of their owne arme taileth chem. Toholde 
this maner of proceeding tobe ſharpe, were 
both vnciuill and abſurde, conſidering how 
many wiltull murders happen n this King- 
domedaily,for wantof awtull obedience to 
authoritie, For deepe wounds cannot bee 
ſearched with ſhallow inſtruments. Ir is as 
ha:d to make thoſe that arediforderly,to 
conteſle, as to torbeare a tault, and they de- 
ſeruelealt to be conſulted about the propor- 
tion ofthe puniſhment, thatare molt auda- 
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cious in defending the libertie of Challen- 

C179. 7” 
VvW Holoeuer therefore ſhall preſume, 
as It were in deſpite of Lawes and 
Magiſtrates,atcer the ſpace of 40.dayes, to 
beginne excluſive from this publication of 
Our will and pleaſure , either to ſend any 
Challenge_,or to declare a voluntarie accep» 
tance or the Challengethat 1s ſent, whereby 
Our Subiets may bee drawne to Triall by 
the Sword tor their lives 1n the Field : Our 
pleaſure is, that he or they, as numbers hit, 
be firſt committed to fome priſon, knowne 
and vſed in the Countie for the reltraint of 
maletactours, that they may learneat good 
leaſure to repent with forrow , what was 
committed with temeritie. The puniſhes 
ments preſcribed againſt reprochtull Quar- 
rellours and {trikers, with prouiſionall res 
gard and tender care,ſhall be added in like 
maner cumulative , to the cenſure of theſe 
Challenges in cold blood, as the wreckfull 
execurions of all paſſions, that thoſe prepa- 
ratorie meanes' and outrages haue kmdled. 
They ſhall moreouer bee ſuſpended for the 
| | M 2 ſpace 
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ſpace of ſeven yeeres compleat , without 
hope of torgiueneſſe during that prefixed 
time, not onely trom Our Court , butlike. 
wiſe trom all places, wherein the Queene 
Our deareſt Spowſe- , or the Prince Our 
dzareſt Sonne relide, that it may bze tound 
more eaſie for the Sea to brooke a dead 
carcaſe, then the Court a quarceller. Moree 
ouer Weeintend, that during the terme of 
this ſuſpenſion and ſeparation , aſwell from 
Our preſence,as from the Court,all Offices, 
all perſonall Attendances , and the difs 
charges of all dueties,that belong either to 
Our Perſon , or the ſeruice of Our Court, 
ſhall ceaſe by conſequence , that hereby 
greater caremay be created in the lookers 
on, to flie and eſchew by their beſt ende- 
uours, the forerunning cauſes of ſo many 
miſcries. 


Efide, although We purpoſe not to de- 

priuve any of Our Seruants, or any o 
Our Subiets of the Fees or Penſions, which 
they receiue by warrantof OurBroad Seale, 
becauſe the Lawes and Stacuces haue not 
as 
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as yet brought theſe audacious contempts 
within the compaſle of Forteiture by Law; 
Yet are Wee relojute to make the price of 
this contempt as heauie to the Challenger, 
and Anſwerer, as We can deviſe, by calling 
backe all Graunts, depending meerely on 
Our pleaſure; holding it more reaſonable 
to reward an humble Subie& with the iuſt 
abatement of a Creaſt, that neither vnder- 
ſtands, nor will be taught the right way to 
ſubmit;thento leaue Offenders in too great 
pride of their owne happinefle. 


Y how much Wee declare Our ſelues 

co bemore compalsionate and cautious, 

in forbearing to puniſh thoſe, that ofteud 
wiltully , and atter prohibitions publiſhed, 
by -prouoking Quatrels , or ſending Chal- 
kenges,by Life, Lands or Goods , whichare 
the ordinary meanes of cl;alt!{. mentin ſors 
raine parts by ſo much Wee haue greater 
reaſon and 1uſter cauſe, to pinch as hardly 
inthoſe points that cnely touch them hu- 
mours and aftections, as Weecan, leſt the 
ſlighineſle ot procceding , bring the courſe 
= M 3 It 
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it ſelfe into contempt,which Wee tookein 
hand for the Kingdomes ſtrength, and 
the Subiecs ſecuritie : Wheretore , beſide 
the Penalties expreſſed in that which goes 
betore,not with the quill of an Oftrich which 
may bow, bur as the Prophet (peakes, ongue 
Adamantino,v Inch cannot breake;Wee doe 
further bind Our purpoſe, verbo Regio, by 
the word ofa King, That during the ſeuen 
yeeres Suſpenſion tormetly decreed , both 
from Our Preſence and Our Court , We will 
neuer v{e or unploy any Gentlemen, &c. in 
Peaceor Warre, at home or abroad,direct- 
ly or indirectly in Our Aitaires: We willne- 
uer beſtow on them the leaſt truir or effet 
of Our Grace and fauour,in Land , Leaſe, 
Penſion, or by Letters commenaatorie,to 
their aduantagen the leaſt degree, nor re- 
pute them other then as ſeare and fruitlefle 
branches, cut oft from the body of the Vine, 
and made thereby yncapable both of Suſte- 
nance and Support , by which the members 
of all bodies , aſwell Naturall,as Oeconomicall 
and politicke, both ſubſiſt and flouriſh, 
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AA Oreouer , becauſe it is obſerved by all 

wiſe men in theſe dayes, That how 
orieuous ſocuer Penalties may feeme, that 
are layed either vpon the Perſons, or the 
Purſes of Our Subiects ( once intected with 
vaine-glory to the very coare, ) yet they 
neither worke Repentance or remorſe in 
themſelues,nor caution in thoſe that ſhould 
take warning , vileſle the Plumes of pride 
bee blaſted by ſome kinde otacknowledge- 
ment of error, in the foot and circumſtances 
of the tact it ſelfe : becauſe many in deſpite 
of countermaunds, hold all men to die ras 
ther Martyrs then Maletacors , that are 
ſlaine ( as they terme it) in a aire maner, 
thats, atter a Challerge ſent and accepted 
by agreement to fight in the Field : Our 
will and pleaſure 1s, That no perſons, that 
haue bene ouce commuted vpon this con- 
tempt, be releaſed ot reſtraint , before they 
haue conteſſed vnder their owne hands, a 
groſle errour in the 1udgement of all forts of 
men, wronging Honour aſmuch as Duerie, 
that ſeeke toreuenge Inuries, exherrruely 
apprehended , or ſuſpiciouſly imagined by 


their 
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their owne AR; when both the Court of Ho- 
2104r , and other Ciuill Courts, make offer of 
due ſatisfaction , when Subiects orderly re- 


ſort to them. 


B: fide, fince it is euident, that the bra- 
ucrie of Challengers deſiring to be ob- 
ſerued andadaure iy tor their courage, preſ- 
ſing Quarrels baſbily co triall by the ſword, 
ſpurres many falter to the purſutte of re- 
uenge, then the qualitie ot the pretended 
cauſe deſerues; Wee holdit very iuſt todes 
rive all actuall Offendors of that viſual and 
ordinarielibertie,(which all Gentlemen en- 
10y 11 thenature of a birtheright) to weare 
ſwordsand daggers, to the end that men 
according to i ws right and equitic of Gods 
ownelawe, may be puniſhed in the ſame 
kind, wherein the farſt offence was given: 
and rhatrbe ſonnes of Adam,aſwell as Adam 
himſelte, Libertate male Vtendo eam amite 
tant. They that ſeeme to bee worlt aftected 
to the quenching ofthis flame with mulke, 
can neither aſcribe this limitation to nouel- 


tie nor {euerntie, the times of former Princes 
| Our 


Ty 
- OurProgemtors,aboundmgwirhledimpiles 
ot like proote, and the lawes of God:hun- 
ſelte ſetting markes of warning vpon thoſe 
hurtful creatures;thatatenatyrally: apr: to 
doe miſchiete, beeing left tothe! beſt vie of 
the waies,which they defiretotake for. fati(- 

faQionto furie. > | it, 33 age bi cf cfg 
XA / Pon this fit occaſion ,'Weemay com- 
+. mend the binding of all men to their 
good .behauiour, that, after fighting vpon 
Challenge , happen to returne aliue:out 
of the field,forſixe moneths at the leaſt. For 
as the plagues that hang. vpon this cenſure, 
are both many ; and thoſe. veryiheauy; ſo 
doth the qualitie 'of the contetypt deferue 
them all, moouing buſie tellowes that are 
giddie, raſh, andinconviderare; ro beewell 
aduiſed, whatthelighting will-be on the 0- 
ther {ide, beforethey leape;,and how much 
better,and more fecureit is, to preuent ha- 
zardby caution; ther 'ro proctre- t6rgi}e- 

netle by acknowledgement.» 7 
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J Ome care ovght hlkewilero bee hadyan 
fabiecting Challepgets, and acceptors - 
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all Challenges Ft ſent. ypon aduiſe. 
mehr, and in cold blood, aſwell to cenſures 
of the Soule,as tocheckes of infolence: And 
for this reſpe&, Wee. purpoſe (by Gods 
grace) to mooue Our Archbiſhops and Bi- 
ſhops,abouta generall Excommunication to 
be publiſhed againſt all perſons, that dare 
preſume topurtlife i queſtion by the pur- 
ſuite of pri.iate reuenge by fingle fightin the 
« fteld; ſlaceall Lawes,aſwell thoſe that Jooke 
to Honour; as touch Propertie, finde fat 
faction vpon more certaine principles. For 
God; retufing to accept an offering at the 
Handof:any man,thatis not reconciled to 
anenemie, before he offer vp the gift, hach 
taught thegraueand learned Biſhops , with 
:What. -! temper. to: proceed ypon_ theſe 
grounds, befiderhe Canons of ſome Coune 
celsthat aſsiſt their charitie. 

TFT Hus farre: Wee holdit requiſite, to ex- 
* tend Ourprouitfionall and. tender. care 
for the ſafetie of Our Subiecs, ſince Wee 
touch thelite os limme of nowan, ta:;make 
an aflay , whether many perſons. of good 
THR | ___ woorth, 
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woorth, findinghow malignantly-the moſt 

owertujlPlanets are afte&ted to theſe ſin- 
gle fights, will not be more aftrighted with 
theſe wearing puniſhments; which, like a 
creeping feuer,eate the very marfow of the 
bones, and retorme with leaſure; then with 
the ſodaineſtroke ofdeathiielfe, that ends 
all tortures in, the turning of an eye, For 
morediſeaſcs are cured by good diet, then 
by letting blood, 0+ mings timentur que citg 
perimunt. | 


B Vtifany,ſeeking to contriue a miſchief, 
by defrauding the true purpoſe and 
meaning ot the Lawe, conceiue tdlely, that 
one Gentleman running at another,when 
they meete either in the Eds or itreetes, as 
ifit were by chance, ought to bee treed of 
thoſe heauy cenaſures, which all Lawes in 
the world inflitvpon thoſe, that farlt chale 
lenge in cold blood, and after kill in fury; 
becauſe the malice cannot bee ſaid ro haue 
beene prepenſed, wherethe chance was vn= 
expected; they ſhalbe taught, how farre 
they wander both tro the Lawes intention, 
N 2 and 


aadOurend: For'as no tmatiis preſiinied; 
without ſome certaine precedent grudge 
or quarrell, ro-yunne madly at anorher. with 
4miſchieuous intent;remainine it his wits; 
fowhen Time; which the Poets tearme, the 
Moth» of Trueth, ſhall bring thoſe occafi- 
ons to'light;'that bred the: hearn-burning, 
by witnelles, examinations; difcoueries, or 
any ordinatie meane, theground & mote 
oftliat reacounter will then bee laid open 
euidently, howſoeuer caution andetrrining 
ſeeketoſuccour itlelte againlt all extremi- 
ties. Sure Weare,that malice.is the cauſe, 
both of formallChalenges, nd'of raſh ren- 
counters, whatſoeuer bee pretended vpon 
feare of Legalli{eueritie': and therefore it 
wereſtrangezit rhe wiſedome of the Iudges 
could not as eaſily: lay theſe ſecret hookes 
bare, as hypocrite cancouer them. Ifany 
thing fall outtomake'the matter darke or 
doubttall, whether the rencounter happen 
meerely ypon accident, or with ſome mix- 
ture ofprecedent grudge, the conſtruction 
oughtin reaſon to becaried m the hardeſt 
ſenſe, for the Rencounterers,that ſeeke out 

of 
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of pride or obflinaciezxo robbe' the: ſeate of: 
laſtice of her right,in aftoording ſatisfaction. 
toall rankes and degrees, according to the 
merit of the moriue,and as it ſhall ſeeme to 
craue greater effects of feuerity or clemency. 


PH moſt deſperate invention of all o- 
* thers, to:freemen+from the fentence of 
the Law , that kill after the ſending and ac- 
cepting of Challepges in colde blood , pro« 
ceedes trom the cratt of ſome;that agrec to 
hohrtin torraine parts, where the Xings Writ 
runnes not, neither can the Lawes of the 
kingdom take hold of any Subie& outward 
bound, though the Romanes perhaps would 
haue thought it ſtrange, both inthe time of 
cheir faire Hounſhingand happyCommon- 
wealth; andafter likewiſe during the reigne 
of the firſt porent Emperonrs,that the lite of 
any Subiect , taken by another Subiect 
wrongfully, in whatloeuer quarter of the 
world , ſhould not bee awtully accompted 
for. This reaſon might perhaps moue the 
States of Brabant, before the duritull admit- 
tance of Duke bohn to bee their Lord in the 
" *Wq right 
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right of his wife, to bind himby oath,neuer 
to ſpare the life of any Subiett in that State, 
that ſhould kill another in the Field,though 
the ate were done 1n a forraine Gouerne- 
ment. Ir may likwiſe bee the reaſon why 
the Lord Segraue,as appeareth vpon record, 
attempring onely to paſle oucr into France 
from Douer, for the performance of a pri- 
uate Quarrell, was condemned Iudicio Pari- 
am, by the iudgement of his Peeres: as it he 
had preferred by this a&,rhe Tuſtice of a for- 
raine Country betore his owne. Vponlike 
equitie ſtands that Ace, by which all Ap- 
peales that concerned things done without 
the Realme, were drawen in the time of 
Henry the fourth, into the (onſtables and 
Marſhals Court within the Realme. France 
proſecutes all men without compaſsion,that 
agree to ende their priuate Quarrels in for- 
raineparts. In Spatzethe lands and goods 
of all men that kill after an agreement , to 
farisfie themſelues by Single Combats vpon 
Challenge in forraine parts , are inſtantly 
ſeazed intothe Kings poſleſsion [by his Of 
ficer,though the principals doe not returne; 


and 
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arid ſo many of their Allies, Servants, or 
Friendes, as ſhall by further mquiſition bee 
conuinced of priuity totheplot,ſhalbe fined 
and impriſoned. 


E therefore, finding out of Our owne 
Iudgement,and experience, how des 
ſperatly the whole body of the Kingdome 
may be enfeebled , and by conſequence en« 
dangered, by ſuffering ſo great aquantitie 
of Blood, and, as it happens ſometimes,of 
thepureſt and beſt ofthe Land, tobe let out 
inceſſantly,in caſe the Yena mediana_,bran- 
ching into many Generous and:nobleparts, 
that hath ſo large and wide an Orfice., 
ſhould bee {till kept open for a vent of vio- 
lence,reſolued to fupply theflackneſle ofthe 
Lawes of England ( as Wee did then con- 
cciue ) in puniſhing theſe Slaughters, ypon 
agreement to fight in Forraine parts, by the 
ſharpeit Ceuſures and corrections,that Wo 
could poſgibly deuife by vertue- of Our 
gh Prerogatiue,till further order mightbe 
taken,to make Subie&s more afraid of their 
dcluſorie Stratagems ,.to —_——— 
ang. 


100 
and purpoſe of the Law, which hath the 
ſafetie of the Swbiets lite 1n that regard, 
which is: due afwell to Common ſecuritie 
as to Charitie, | \ 


Vt hauing lately .vnderſtood by confe- 
rence with Our learned Iudges vpon 
this point, that though there can be no pro- 
ceeding by the (ommon Lay , againſt one 
Subieft that hath ſlaine another. by agree- 
ment ypon Challenge to fight in forraine 
parts ; yet by appeale, fo often as it ſhall 
pleaſe Vs to appoint a Conſtable and Mars 
ſhall of England, but forthe preſent onely, 
both to heare and to adiudge thecauſe, the 
partie thus offending may bee condemned 
in that (ourt to. death; (as by an'Ate of 
Parliament madein the firſt yeere of King 
Henry the fourth is euident, JWe doc hereby 
warne Our louing and faithfull SubiefFs; 
that they bee carcfull not to purthemfelues 
vpon the. danger of the Law from hence- 
toorth, vpon hope of. former impunitie, ta- 
king onely from the time of this Proclama- 
tion publiſhed, allowance of ſo much ſpace 
as 
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as may ſerue to giue noticeof Our pleaſure 
to all thoſe that ſhall bee queſtioned ypon/ 
the point. For We proteſt and promiſe two. 
things in the word of a Religious and iut 
King , That Wee will not onely for the pre. 
ſent vie, ſo often as this accident ſhall 
chance , appointa Conſtable and Marſhall for 
that time onely, to heare and adiudge all 
matters of this kinde : But beſides,abitaine 
from remitting and forgiuing that ſharpe 
Iudgement, which the Lawes of the Land 
impoſe vpon. Offenders thus condemned, 
and: accordingly to: bee executed. It ma 
ſuffice for ſatisfation'to duetifull and well 
deſeruing SubtzFes,that they haue bene thus 
reſpeQiuely premoniſhed of perils incident. 
For in this caſe Ignorance cannot excule. 
If hereafter,citherout of obſtinacie mn error, 
or confidence in Protettion , they runne in- 
tothe ſame hazard wilully and precipitately, 
that others haue done in former times, let 
them blame their owne preſumption , and 
not Our Reſolution, which in a Caſe, that ſo 
neerely concernies' the- Kingdomes laictie, 
and the SabieFs life , relolue toproceed in 

| O that 
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- tharmaner, and withthatrigour, which all 
Lawes iaflict , andthe Stateof time preſent 
finds to benecelſlary. 


JN excuſe of Seconds, it is ſaid by ſome, 

that they were onely brought nas vlefull 
inſtruments to paire weapons, to ſearch bo- 
dies , to depart the Combatants vpon equall 
tearmes,to ſuppreſle aduantage vpon either 
lide,and to ſee taireplay: yet fincethe Fight 
it ſelfe is abſolutely bad in it ſelfe, it is not 
poſsible for any ate aſsiſting, or abetting, 
whatſoeucr cloudbe caſtvpon a tender eye, 
to bee 1uſt,, orin a matter of this weight ro 
warrant acceſſaries,when We taxe the prin- 
cipall. Theſe Seconds in very deed,tomake 
the beſt of them, are onely ſtout Afciſtants 
to bad ends: their faireſt ations are but 
formall preparations : their excuſes are but 
ſhadowes: though they ſee the ſinner, yer 
they.runne with him, If wee tmarke well, 
their labours and endeuours are of little yle 
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will not forbeare, either ypon the ſight of 
blood, orthe fence of ſmart, to ruſh deipe- 
rately vpon ' extremities. Theſe Seconds 
might perhaps ſerue better to ſome ende, in 
caſe the proſecution of priuate Quarrels by 
the Sword, were firſt admitted and approo- 
ued by any Prince or State: Butlince they 
ſhrinke that ſhould bee the Supports 'and 
S tayes, it 15 NOL ſtrange, that Sublato Prince 
pali, omnia cadant acceſſoria: Berweene an 
Actor therefore andan Abettor, the difte- 
rence cannotbee great , howſoeuer malice 
may be masked vnder falſe couers. 


V } Ee finde by the moderne vſe of 
France,ofthe Archdukes Dominions, 
and many States in Taly, that the Carriers 
of Challenges,and they that bring backe an- 
fweres andacceptances, are both condem. 
ned and puniſhed in averyhighdegree,vp- 
ona violent preſumption, that they cither 
blow the coale, or endeuour notto quench 
the fire, as they ought. For weake begin-. 
nings,where care may betimelytaken,haue 
ſpeedic ends. Wee doe therefore lay the 
cg. - . | ws 
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ſame proportion of puniſhment vpon the 
Seconds \ the (arriers, and Entercommoners, 
that We do vpon the Principalsthemſclues, 
in hope that Gentlemen giuen ouec , as it 
were 11 afic of a feuer, to the violence of 
their owne vntemperate defire,will bee ſoo- 
ner brought todeteſtand abhorre the fal( 
hood of the ſpeftacle, that deceiues their 
eye, whenthey ſhall ſee how little grace and 
fauour is beſtowed vpon theComplices that 
ſhall ſtrike to them, and diſcerne the ſhal- 
lownefle of thoſe imprefsions that haue no 


better foundation then fury. 


TN many places men runne hazards of 
* theirreputations, that coucr the begin- 

ningsof hote Quarrels,tharmight eaſily bee 
rempered, incaſe they were diſcreetly taken 
vp vpon-diſcouerte, before. they ranne roo 
farre;and notwithouriuſtcauſe, For by the 

Ciutll Lawes themſelues,men'are concemed 

to aduance and further a miſchicte-, which 
there's a poſcibilitieto prevent: And there- 
fore Wee would hatte Our'touing Subiecs 

apprehend, with' what miſlike and horrour 

= , . Wee 
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We ſhall euer indge of thoſe corrupted and 
utrified affections, that either our of de- 
light in blood-fhed , or ſlourh 1n ſeruice,or 
feare to crolle the priuate humour of a friend 
in paſsion , forbeare to bend their beſt en- 
deauours for preuention of bloodſhed or 
murder, by a reaſonable and diſcreet reme- 
die. 
Vt becauſe it 1s a more caſte Jabour to 
repaire wrongs , after they haue once 
beene opened toludges competent, asfor 
example, to the Lords in Commilson for 
the Office of Earle May/hall , who by the 
Honour of their blood , the frequencie of 
examinations, andthe equirie of their rules, 
are beſt able to conceauerhe true ſtate of the 
cauſe, then in a world ſo-cauttouſly, and re- 
ſeruedly enclined to the couering and con» 
cealing of their friends tention to fight, 
to draw them to the proper tonch for 
triall , before the Sword begin to play : 
Wee charge all perſons, of wharſocyer 
rake orqualitie , whichare-preſent in the 
place'where a Quarcell firſt beginnes, that 
"pon paine of Our high diſpleaſure , they 
O 3 firſt 


106 | 
ficſt apply their beſt perſwaſions and endea. 


uours, to the taking of the ground of the 

contention away, and the reconcilement of 
the parties mindesifit be poſsible; if nor, to 

call in with all expedition an Officer of the 

Peace, thatmay bring the matter before the 

Lordsin Commilsion,before it be too farre 

_ exaſperated and enuenomed. 


I T ſhall not ſerueany man for an excuſe to 

lay, thathe was norpreſent, but receiued 
notice at the ſecond or third hand ; becauſe 
the opening of a bloodie purpoſe and in- 
tent may giue eaſe at any time, and conſct- 
enceitſelte will throb, to call to mind,in caſe 
murder ſhould enſue, thata purpoſe onely 
fixed, withoutany ate engaged, might ca- 
ſily haue beene cut oft, in caſe the beſt 
meanes had beene vſed, before it were to0 
late to call for an euen meaſure. 


yi He better to bring Quarrels to diſcoue- 
'** rie, whenthey begin firſt to worke; it is 
obſcrucd, that not onely in the common 
Ordinaries, to which Gentlemen doe yſu- 
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UMI 


L IMF 


107 

ally reſort, but ſometimesalſo inthe Tennis 
Courts, inbowling Allies, Dicing houſes 
and all houſes of game , queſtions Pr 
times vpon a caſt , ſometimes vpon diſtem- 
perinloſle, vpon refufall to lend vypon im- 
portunitie to be paid, vpon termes of com- 
pariſon, and words of exception, vpon as 
many contingents , as places of thatnature 
breed vexatious and contradictions. 


| FE Or remedie whereof » Wee doe ſtray 


charge and command ; Firſt Our owne 
Groome-potter , and then all other keepers 
of gaming houſes, of Tennis courts, and 
bowling Allies, vpon paine of Ourhigh dif 
pleaſure, beſide three Moneths commut- 
ment & ſuſpenſion of their power, to keepe 
houſes of reſort to that end, for the ſpace of 
three whole yeeresattheleaſt, thatinſtant- 
ly vpon thegiuing of any reproachful word, 
or paſsing any blow berweene Gentlemen, 
thatare likelie to ſecke a ſharpe reuenge by 
the (word, in ſomeplace more priuate, their 
firſt care bec to take the weapons of the per- 
ſons kindled with rage, if it may be; the next 
ro 
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ro keepe themin ſunder till ſome Officer of 
the Peace be broughtinto the place to com» 
mand in Our name, till the Quarre]l com- 
ming to the hearing of the Lords in Come 
miſs100, may receiue a ſharper cenſure, or a 
better fatiſtation, as they in their graue 
Iudgements ſhall finde,both the perſons to 
deſerue, and the caule to be conſiderable. 


Heground of ſo great ſharpeneſle and 
© ſeueritic in proceeding againſt all pub- 
like keepers of theſe publike places of reſort, 


is drawne not onely from a likelihood in - 


view ; but in effect from a certaintie in ex» 
perience , that howſoeuer houtholders 
themſelues may oftentimes excuſe their abs 
ſence vpon incident aftaires, yet thoſe ſer- 
uantsthat ordinarily keepe the boxe, that 
are cuer readie to deliuer balles and rackets, 
that bring bowles, and carry meaſures, that 
are often truſted with the ſtakes & pawnes, 
that are admitted witneſles of all points in 
fact, and ordinary wdges of all queſtions in 
play, thatperfe&ly know every Gentleman 
that frequents their Maſters houſe , ſhould 

- be 
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be abſent at the beginning of many Quar 
rels, which are made vncurable by default 
of diſcouerie. Beſide, We makeno doubt, 
that Maſters, finding that their fortunes 
mult pay for their ſeruants faults, and that 
thoſe Quarrels which are not ended within 
priuate walles, breake out with great rage, 
both into fields and ſtreetes , will bee more 
cautious in making choice of ſuch, as may 
ſecure them from penaltie. 


T* He common vſe and cuſtome of thoſe, 
in deprauing all diretions and ordis 
nances, that tendtothe ſuppreſsion of pri- 
uate Quarrels, be they neuer ſo indifferent 
and uſt, if in the leaſt degree they croſle 
the current of their owne inordinate de- 
ſires, expreſsing hereby rather an humour 
ro conteſt with Magiſtracie, then to ſubmit 
to moderation; mooues Vs the more cares 
tully to checke this boldneſle in the lower 
Region, beforeit giue checke to intelligens 
ces, that are moſt powerfull nthe Spheares 
of ſublimine. 
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TF any thereforeſhall preſume fawcily , afs 

rer publike notice hath beene taken of 
Our pleaſure,publiſhed by word or writing, 
vpon delight nn Quarrels, or oftentation of 
pride, priuatly or publikely, in icaſt or ear- 
neſt, to conteſtor argue againſt the puniſh- 
ments and cenſures, which Wee haue very 
iuſtly, and yet fauourably ſer vpon theſe 
peremptorie contempts, in deprauing , diſs 
gracing, {triking, challenging,&c. Our pure 
poſe is, to hold him euer after a protcſled 
enemie both to Our Iuſtice and ends, and 
to exclude him, without hope of mitigatis 
on or ſatisfaction (as one that loues his own 
Peacockes plumes more then the State) 
fromall future grace in any kind,that either 
the fauour ofa King, or the bountie of a 
Maſter can conferre on him. 


WV = haue already publiſhed by Pro- 
clamation, Our high diſpleaſure a. 
gainſt certaine perſons of ynſtayed aftedti- 
ons, that ſo ſoone as they find themlſelues 
crolled by any interuening occalion of 
thei: blood-thirſtic and reuengingappetite 

or 


b 
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for deſtruction, cither of themſelues, or of 
their partieinthe field , preſently ſer forth a 
writing to be publiſhed to the world, which 
can bee no other then a Proclamation or E- 
didt as farre as liesm them, thereby either 
ſhifting,or exculing their former ſlownelle, 
or acculing their partie for not duely mee- 
ting them in their prepoſterous haſte, to 
their owne ruines. 


Erein Wee obſerue three great and 

maine Offences;one againſt both Gop 
andVs,that they dare preſume to ſet downe 
to the world without ſhame , their owne 
rvindicatiue and bloody humor vpon fo vn- 
uſt aground, For no Quarrell ot any Sab- 
zefts can be lawtull,except in detence oftheir 
Prince or Countrey , the reuenge of all pris 
uate wrongs onely belonging to Vs vnder 
G © D, into whoſe hand hee hath putthe 
ſword for that purpoſe. The next is, their 
offence againſt Vs,in daring to preſume ſo 
farceypon Our eſpeciall Prerogatiue , as to 
take vpon them to make any publication of 


their pleaſure, the power whereof is onely 
2 in 


Iz 
inVs. Thethicd and laſt is, that thereby 
a new ſcedeof Quarrels is ſowen, whereby 
they doe not onely become immorrall , but 
multiply. For when Weeſhall hauetaken 
the painesto-cauſe Our Marſhals to agree a 
Quarrell, whereupon both Wee and all ho- 
ne{t men haue reaſon to account it vtterly 
extinct , vpon ſucha Publication , both the 
Parties, and the Seconds ar=broughtvpon 
the Stage againe ; and not onely by theſe 
meanes may happen,thatthe parties (hal a= 
gainefall out , who were before agreed, but 
euen their friends, and peraduenture other 
friends, that had nothing to doe with the 
matter, muſt ypon the backe-reckoning fall 
by the eares rogether. But if it ſhould 
chance one or both of the Parties to be kil- 
ledinthefirſt Quarrell, it ſuch ſort of Publi- 
lication ſhould bee made by any of the Se- 
conds, it is enough to renew a Quarrell, ei- 
ther betweene thoſe Seconds,or ſome ofthe 
neereſt of their kinne, who were killed be= 
fore ; and ſoſhall quarrelsbecome immor- 
tall, and their memory renew, whereas the 
beſt remedy againſtallſinnes and offences,is 
forgetfulnes. For 
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F Or remedy whereof, Wedoc hereby des 
* clare, That whoſoever ſhall after the 
publication of Our pleaſure, preſume to put 
in writing , or publiſh any diſcourſe of rhe 
maner, either of their meetings appointed 
with their parties , ortheir fighting, or any 
art of that quarrellous buſineſſe , Wee will 
= themto be brought Oretenus,or other- 
wiſe,as the caſe ſhall require , in the Sfarres 
(hamber , and there to be puniſhedar the 
diſcretion and Cenſure of chat Court, for 
their high contempt againſt Vs, to be here= 
after bamiſhgd the Court ot Vs, Our deareſt 
Bedfellow,andthe Prince Our Sonne,for the. 
ſpace of feuen yeeres : And which is hea« 
uieſt of all, Wee doe proteſt for Our owne 
art, We ſhalneuer account of them but as. 
owards. For We doe eucrhold itthepart 
of man to ſhew his courage,when heeis put 
toitin action :-Bur hee that ſeckes hisrepu- 
tation from manieſt voyces amongthe peo# 
ple, Wee will euer accomprt it to proceed 
from the knowledge and icalouſie of his 
owne weakenefſle ; as if a man could not 
winne honour, but per mendicataſuffragias, 
3 among 
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among the ordinaries. If any man ſhould 
finde himſelfe grieued with any whuſpe- 
rings or rumours ſpread abroad, miſrepor- 
ting the cariage of any ſuchmatter, he may 
reſort to Our ( ommiſSioners Marſball , who 
ſhall right him in his Reputation, if they 
findehebe wronged. 


TT He greateſt Oratour alive, can neuer 
draw yong Gentlemen to beleeue, con- 
ſidering the tickle ſtate wherein men ſtand, 
thatby aduenturing too far, run themſelues 
within the danger of the Law, though the 
propolition it ſelfe be very iuſt and true,that 
the ſending of a Challenge in cold blood,is ra- 
thera demonſtration of pufillanimitie and 
cowardiſe, then an acte of reſolution and 
fortirtade, For proote whereof, howſoeuer 
it bedeemed and reputed as a Paradox by 
ſome,that had rather leeſe their liues, then 
the libertie which they take , to put others 
tothe perill of their lives; as many pregnant 
arguments may be brought out ot all pro- 
feſsions,as thereare certaine grounds ofmo- 
rall 1uſtice, to ſupport the rules by which 
| States 
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States are directed, 8& contempts puniſhed, 


s a make the caſe more cleare and eui- 

dent, Wee mult concewue this ground, 
that all perſons haue beene heretofore, and 
to the worlds end ſhall be,branded with the 
marke of ignominie and grofle cowardile, 
that offer to ſend Challenges to men that are 
indurefle, or thatare lame,or neceſlarily ty- 
ed, as miniſters ſubordinate, to. Superiotir 
commands. Men may bee likewiſe brought 
in queſtion probably tor their yalour, for 
preſuming out of heat-to ſtrike an cenemie 
within the Peree, either ofa Church, or ofa 
Court of Iuſtice, or of a Princes houſe : hee 
lends the Charitie to onethat cannot poſsi- 
bly repay the lender in hisowne coine, with- 
out the breach of asmany Lawes, as faults 
can be ſubie& to cen{ures. 


F then in euery one of theſe extreames, it 
is not onely expected, but impoſed, that 
Gentlemen ſhould nor onely forbeare with 
caution, but feare out of conſcience to of- 
fend more heinoully in the manner ofthe 
Ts: reuenge; 
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reuenge, (theperſons and the places caus 
tiouſly conſidered ) then the firſt affronts 
did to ſatisfiedeſpight;what ſhall We iudge 
of Challenges in colde blood, that wrong Iu- 
ſtice inthole very kindes that are expreſled, 
beſides many more, that times and occaſi- 
ons may exewplihe. 


Or,who can deny that mantoliue in the 

ſtate of a priſoner, whom ſo many bands 
of duety and obedience deteines from ane 
ſwering a perſon that is paſt himſelfe, accor- 
ding to his folly, ora man tranſported bes 
yond cull bounds, by conſenting in the 
fame act of wiltulneſle? Why may wee not 
accompt thoſe men to be lame, whom lus 


ſtice, for the time, depriues ot all forces and 


faculties, by which they ſhould pertourme 
that valawfull Challenge,to which they are 
inuited or prouoked, by the pride and out 
rage of their Oppoſites 2 Howcan they be 
faidto ſtand free from ſuperior commands, 
thatareborne in obedience to Lawes and 
Magiſtrates, and that by the Lawe of na- 
ture owethe firſt duty to their Countries, 


the 
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the nextto their parents and friends, and 


the laſt to themſclues, being further bound 
by the rules of the grear Generall, to keepe 
their ſtanding firme, according to the iudge 
ment of the divine Philoſopher, without ſo- 
much as ſteppmg afide ypon any errand, till 
they beotherwiſe employed, or receiue ſufs 
ficient diſchiargeby ſuperemment Author. 
tie? what difference can any wiſe man put 
berweene one that ſtrikes in the Church, 
and that ſtrikes againſt the Ganons of the 
Church; that giues a blow within the barre, 
and him that breakes thoſe Lawes and Ore 
ders wilfully , that are impleaded art the 
barre; betweene himthat buffets his Oppo- 
ſite withinthe Perge ofthe Kingshouſe, and 
him that by contorming to the Challenge, 
braues the Prince himfelfe that fortifies the 
Perge? For whether ſhall weſay to be grea- 
ter , as our Sarionr himfelfe demaunds ; the 
Gold it ſelte , or the Temple, by which the 
Goldcomesto be fanified? Sincethen the 
artie thus bound Vþ* with: Lazarus both 
Fand and foote,, cannot appeare vpon 2 
Challenge, without incurring firſt the cen- 


Q. ſure 


18 


fureof all Lawes withoutreſpe@ to conſcis 
ence orawe, I hold thepartiethatprouokes 
him to the perillof his Honour, Fortune, 
Conſcience and Lite, to bee timorous, and 
baſe,becauſc all circumſtances, aſwellperſo- 
nall,as[ocall, viterly bereaue him that free 
ſcope which Subics ought to challenge, 
anſwering a matter of this weight Oppo Ite. 

Y thattime the moſt proper Remedies 

haue qualified the diſtemper of ll dif 
poſed minds, audacious Spirits haue finate 
ted for incompetent deſires, the falſe co. 
lours and pretences of erring Cuſtome, 
haue both bin counterspleaded & correfted 
by reforming Scucritic,by that time Paſsion 
bath beneput inta the right courſe of ſub- 
mitting to Diſcretion, and Caution hath 


wrought it ſelfe at leaſure, into as conſtant. 


2 forme and habitc af' couforming to Obe- 
dience;as Selfe-willtooke informertimesto 
planttalfe Principles ; the greater part will 


ealily diſcerne, thatthere is greaterreaſon to. 


reprooue. thoſe. that offer Challenges of 


madneſſe, then to axe thoſe .of | Cowardi le, 
thatabſtaineout ofduety, .. | 


no 

Sg Ince therefore it belougeth vnto Vs thar 

are accountable to the Soueraigne Come 
maunder both of heauen and earch, to pu- 
niſh all wiliull tranſgreſſours of Diuine 
Lawes , whole end is to deſtroy the facred 
Image of GoD himſelte in the ſoules of 
men z to preuent the ſhipwrackes that are 
daily made of Liues and Families, to the 
great enfecblement of the State_it (elfe; to 
binde Honour to Obedience, with a knot 
inſoluble;8 to ſuppreſlc ſeltcloue that ſedus 
cing Counſcllour,that obſerues no rules: Tt 
now remaines, that ſo inany asſhal coceiue 
themſelues to be behinde in the leaſt reſpe& 
or point of Honour,ſeeke diſcreetly and ad- 
uiſedly to repaire themſelues in the Marſhals 
Court , who are already throughly inſtru- 

ed and prepared ,as well forthe clean- 
ſing ot alt greene Womunds,as for the 
Lenka of olde Flcers that 

ſhal appeare to them, 
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